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An unforgettabletale of a brave young woman during the plaguein 17th
century England from the author The Secret Chord and of March, winner of
the Pulitzer Prize.

When an infected bolt of cloth carries plague from London to an isolated village,
a housemaid named Anna Frith emerges as an unlikely heroine and healer.
Through Anna's eyes we follow the story of the fateful year of 1666, as she and
her fellow villagers confront the spread of disease and superstition. As death
reaches into every household and villagers turn from prayers to murderous witch-
hunting, Anna must find the strength to confront the disintegration of her
community and the lure of illicit love. As she strugglesto survive and grow, a
year of catastrophe becomes instead annus mirabilis, a"year of wonders."

Inspired by the true story of Eyam, avillage in the rugged hill country of
England, Year of Wondersis arichly detailed evocation of a singular moment in
history. Written with stunning emotional intelligence and introducing "an
inspiring heroine" (The Wall Street Journal), Brooks blends love and learning,
loss and renewal into a spellbinding and unforgettable read.
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Frith emerges as an unlikely heroine and healer. Through Anna's eyes we follow the story of the fateful year
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every household and villagers turn from prayers to murderous witch-hunting, Annamust find the strength to
confront the disintegration of her community and the lure of illicit love. As she struggles to survive and
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Inspired by the true story of Eyam, avillage in the rugged hill country of England, Year of Wondersisa
richly detailed evocation of a singular moment in history. Written with stunning emotional intelligence and
introducing "an inspiring heroine" (The Wall Street Journal), Brooks blends love and learning, loss and
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Geraldine Brooks's Year of Wonders describes the 17th-century plague that is carried from London to a small
Derbyshire village by an itinerant tailor. Asvillagers begin, one by one, to die, the rest face a choice: do they
flee their village in hope of outrunning the plague or do they stay? The lord of the manor and his family pack
up and leave. The rector, Michael Mompellion, argues forcefully that the villagers should stay put, isolate
themselves from neighboring towns and villages, and prevent the contagion from spreading. His oratory wins
the day and the village turnsin on itself. Cocooned from the outside world and ravaged by the disease, its
inhabitants struggle to retain their humanity in the face of the disaster. The narrator, the young widow Anna
Frith, is one of the few who succeeds. With Mompellion and his wife, Elinor, she tends to the dying and
battles to prevent her fellow villagers from descending into drink, violence, and supertition. All is
complicated by the intense, inexpressible feelings she devel ops for both the rector and hiswife. Year of
Wonders sometimes seems anachronistic as historical fiction; Annaand Mompellion occasionally appear to
be modern sensibilities unaccountably transferred to 17th-century Derbyshire. However, thereis no
mistaking the power of Brooks's imagination or the skill with which she constructs her story of ordinary
people struggling to cope with extraordinary circumstances. --Nick Rennison, Amazon.co.uk

From Publishers Weekly

Discriminating readers who view the term historical novel with disdain will find that this debut by praised
journalist Brooks (Foreign Correspondence) is to conventional work in the genre asadiamond isto a
rhinestone. With an intensely observant eye, arigorous regard for period detail, and assured, elegant prose,
Brooks re-creates ayear in the life of aremote British village decimated by the bubonic plague. Inspired by
the actual town commemorated as Plague Village because of the events that transpired there in 1665- 1666,
Brooks tells her harrowing story from the perspective of 18-year-old Anna Frith, awidow with two young
sons. Annaworks asamaid for vicar Michael Mompellion and his gentle, selfless wife, Elinor, who has
taught her to read. When bubonic plague arrives in the community, the vicar announces it as a scourge sent
by God; obeying his command, the villagers voluntarily seal themselves off from the rest of the world. The
vicar behaves nobly as he succors his dwindling flock, and his wife, aided by Anna, uses herbsto alleviate
their pain. As deaths mount, however, grief and superstition evoke mob violence against "witches," and cults
of self-flagellation and devil worship. With the facility of a prose artist, Brooks unflinchingly describes
barbaric 17th-century customs and depicts the fabric of lifein apoor rural area. If Annds existential
questions about the role of religion and ethical behavior in aworld governed by nature seem abit too
sophisticated for her time, Brooks keeps readers glued through starkly dramatic episodes and a haunting
story of flawed, despairing human beings. This poignant and powerful account carries the pulsing beat of a
sensitive imagination and the challenge of moral complexity. (Aug. 6)Forecast: Brooks should be a natural
on talk shows as she tells of discovering the town of Eyam, in Derbyshire, in 1990, and her research to
unearth its remarkable history. With astute marketing, Viking will have awinner here. BOMC, Literary
Guild and QPB featured alternates; 8-city author tour; rights sold in England, France, Germany, Isragl, the
Netherlands, Norway, Spain and Sweden.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.
From School Library Journal

Adult/High School-Brooks'stitle is based on the actual lead-mining village of Eyam, Derbyshire, whose
inhabitants voluntarily quarantined themselves for a year when stricken with Bubonic Plague in 1665-1666.



AnnaFrith iswidowed at 18 by a mining accident and is the mother of two young boys. Through her
recollections, readers live through the year as her endurance and abilities are sorely tested. Annaworks for
the new young minister's wife, who teaches her to read and becomes more of a companion than a mistress.
At her employers suggestion, Annatakes in a boarder to help meet expenses. The manisatailor and when a
shipment of fabrics, apparently fleainfested, is delivered from London-the plague is suddenly upon them.
The minister convinces his flock to make the supreme sacrifice and arranges for food and suppliesto be
delivered to the outskirts of the hamlet. The story isa portrait of the best and worst in people faced with
sorrow, terror, and death. Some succumb to madness, others display cowardice and hysteria, and afew look
for solutionsin murder or self-mutilation. Through it al, however, Anna grows in strength, abilities, and
understanding as she faces the loss of her children, her friends, and her innocence, and takes on the tasks of
an ever-dwindling populace. Thisis an excellently portrayed study of the wonder of human courage.

Carol DeAngelo, Kings Park Library, Burke, VA

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Angd Garcia:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for awhile isreading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Y ear of Wonders: A Novel of the
Plague book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Joseph Woodr uff:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Y ear of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague book is readable by means of you who
hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Y ear of
Wonders: A Novel of the Plague content conveys the thought easily to understand by alot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available asit. So, do you till thinking
Y ear of Wonders: A Novd of the Plague is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Loretta Faria:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyonein thisworld can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story aswell astheir experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how



to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of
themisthis Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague.

Al Fraire

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Y ear of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Y ear of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it

offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
which.
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