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A riveting road map to the development of modern scientific thought.

In the tradition of her perennial bestseller The Well-Educated Mind, Susan Wise
Bauer delivers an accessible, entertaining, and illuminating springboard into the
scientific education you never had. Far too often, public discussion of science is
carried out by journalists, voters, and politicians who have received their science
secondhand. The Story of Western Science shows us the joy and importance of
reading groundbreaking science writing for ourselves and guides us back to the
masterpieces that have changed the way we think about our world, our cosmos,
and ourselves.

Able to be referenced individually, or read together as the narrative of Western
scientific development, the book's twenty-eight succinct chapters lead readers
from the first science texts by Hippocrates, Plato, and Aristotle through
twentieth-century classics in biology, physics, and cosmology. The Story of
Western Science illuminates everything from mankind's earliest inquiries to the
butterfly effect, from the birth of the scientific method to the rise of earth science
and the flowering of modern biology.

Each chapter recommends one or more classic books and provides entertaining
accounts of crucial contributions to science, vivid sketches of the scientist-
writers, and clear explanations of the mechanics underlying each concept. The
Story of Western Science reveals science to be a dramatic undertaking practiced
by some of history's most memorable characters. It reminds us that scientific
inquiry is a human pursuit?an essential, often deeply personal, sometimes flawed,
frequently brilliant way of understanding the world.

The Story of Western Science is an "entertaining and unique synthesis" (Times
Higher Education), a "fluidly written" narrative that "celebrates the inexorable
force of human curiosity" (Wall Street Journal), and a "bright, informative
resource for readers seeking to understand science through the eyes of the men
and women who shaped its history" (Kirkus).
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A riveting road map to the development of modern scientific thought.

In the tradition of her perennial bestseller The Well-Educated Mind, Susan Wise Bauer delivers an
accessible, entertaining, and illuminating springboard into the scientific education you never had. Far too
often, public discussion of science is carried out by journalists, voters, and politicians who have received
their science secondhand. The Story of Western Science shows us the joy and importance of reading
groundbreaking science writing for ourselves and guides us back to the masterpieces that have changed the
way we think about our world, our cosmos, and ourselves.

Able to be referenced individually, or read together as the narrative of Western scientific development, the
book's twenty-eight succinct chapters lead readers from the first science texts by Hippocrates, Plato, and
Aristotle through twentieth-century classics in biology, physics, and cosmology. The Story of Western
Science illuminates everything from mankind's earliest inquiries to the butterfly effect, from the birth of the
scientific method to the rise of earth science and the flowering of modern biology.

Each chapter recommends one or more classic books and provides entertaining accounts of crucial
contributions to science, vivid sketches of the scientist-writers, and clear explanations of the mechanics
underlying each concept. The Story of Western Science reveals science to be a dramatic undertaking
practiced by some of history's most memorable characters. It reminds us that scientific inquiry is a human
pursuit?an essential, often deeply personal, sometimes flawed, frequently brilliant way of understanding the
world.

The Story of Western Science is an "entertaining and unique synthesis" (Times Higher Education), a "fluidly
written" narrative that "celebrates the inexorable force of human curiosity" (Wall Street Journal), and a
"bright, informative resource for readers seeking to understand science through the eyes of the men and
women who shaped its history" (Kirkus).
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Editorial Review

Review
“[A]llows readers to hear the voices of history’s most influential researchers…. A canny narrative. Ms.
Bauer’s guidebook exposes the underlying meaning and significance of each work, as well as its context in
the overall development of science.” (Alan Hershfeld - Wall Street Journal)

“A bright, informative resource for readers seeking to understand science through the eyes of the men and
women who shaped its history.” (Kirkus Reviews)

“An engaging compendium.” (Booklist)

About the Author
Susan Wise Bauer is a writer, teacher, and historian. Her books include The Story of Science: From the
Writings of Aristotle to the Big Bang Theory, The Well-Trained Mind: A Guide to Classical Education at
Home, The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to the Classical Education You Never Had, the History of the
World series (W. W. Norton) and the Story of the World series (Well-Trained Mind Press). She has a Ph.D.
in American Studies from the College of William & Mary in Virginia, as well as an M.A. in seventeenth-
century literature and a Master of Divinity in Ancient Near Eastern Languages and Literature. For fifteen
years, she taught literature and composition at the College of William and Mary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Domingo Adams:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Story of Western Science: From
the Writings of Aristotle to the Big Bang Theory will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or suitable book with you?

Charlie Attwood:

Here thing why this particular The Story of Western Science: From the Writings of Aristotle to the Big Bang
Theory are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Story of Western Science: From the
Writings of Aristotle to the Big Bang Theory giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with The Story of Western Science: From the
Writings of Aristotle to the Big Bang Theory. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. When



you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Story of Western Science:
From the Writings of Aristotle to the Big Bang Theory in e-book can be your substitute.

Lois Wiggins:

Precisely why? Because this The Story of Western Science: From the Writings of Aristotle to the Big Bang
Theory is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Robert Garcia:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book The Story of Western Science: From the Writings of Aristotle to the Big Bang
Theory was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that
you wanted.
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