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The universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of Western Music
by one of the most prominent and provocative musicologists of our time, Richard
Taruskin. Now in paperback, the set has been reconstructed to be available for
the first time as individual books, each one taking on a critical time period in the
history of western music. All five books are also being offered in a shrink
wrapped set for a discounted price. Each book in this magnificent set illuminates
- through a representative sampling of masterworks - those themes, styles, and
currents that give shape and direction to each musical age. The five titles cover
Western music from its earliest days to the sixteenth century, the seventeenth and
eighteenth century, the nineteenth century, the early twentieth century, and the
late twentieth century. Taking a critical perspective, Taruskin sets the details of
music, the chronological sweep of figures, works, and musical ideas, within the
larger context of world affairs and cultural history. He combines an emphasis on
structure and form with a discussion of relevant theoretical concepts in each age,
to illustrate how the music itself works, and how contemporaries heard and
understood it. He also describes how the context of each stylistic period - key
cultural, historical, social, economic, and scientific events - influenced and
directed compositional choices. Moreover, the five books are filled with helpful
illustrations that enhance the historical context of musical composition, as well as
musical examples, black-and-white pictures throughout, suggestions for further
reading, and indexes. Laced with brilliant observations, memorable musical
analysis, and a panoramic sense of the interactions between history, culture,
politics, art, literature, religion, and music, these books will be essential reading
for anyone who wishes to understand this rich and diverse tradition.
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The universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of Western Music by one of the most
prominent and provocative musicologists of our time, Richard Taruskin. Now in paperback, the set has been
reconstructed to be available for the first time as individual books, each one taking on a critical time period
in the history of western music. All five books are also being offered in a shrink wrapped set for a discounted
price. Each book in this magnificent set illuminates - through a representative sampling of masterworks -
those themes, styles, and currents that give shape and direction to each musical age. The five titles cover
Western music from its earliest days to the sixteenth century, the seventeenth and eighteenth century, the
nineteenth century, the early twentieth century, and the late twentieth century. Taking a critical perspective,
Taruskin sets the details of music, the chronological sweep of figures, works, and musical ideas, within the
larger context of world affairs and cultural history. He combines an emphasis on structure and form with a
discussion of relevant theoretical concepts in each age, to illustrate how the music itself works, and how
contemporaries heard and understood it. He also describes how the context of each stylistic period - key
cultural, historical, social, economic, and scientific events - influenced and directed compositional choices.
Moreover, the five books are filled with helpful illustrations that enhance the historical context of musical
composition, as well as musical examples, black-and-white pictures throughout, suggestions for further
reading, and indexes. Laced with brilliant observations, memorable musical analysis, and a panoramic sense
of the interactions between history, culture, politics, art, literature, religion, and music, these books will be
essential reading for anyone who wishes to understand this rich and diverse tradition.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Most of the news in classical music takes place on stage or on disc. But at the moment, one of the biggest
stories (in more ways than one) is taking place on the printed page." --The New York Times

"Erudite, engaging, and suffused throughout with a mixture of brilliance and delirium...staggering, brilliant,
opinionated."--Washington Post

"Readers will profit from his sharp analysis and unabashed opinions... Taruskin has succeeded in writing a
stimulating overview of Western society, setting a standard that will not be surpassed for a very long time..."
--Library Journal

"Taruskin's chef-d'oeuvre, however, is a feast of contrarian ideas, with enough spice to sting the palate of
anyone with a stake in telling the old stories in the old way. It aims for nothing less than the revaluation of
practically everything you thought you knew about classical music....Taruskin's magnum opus is a must-
read, and in its way, a real page-turner of detective non-fiction. It's a cinch to become the most discussed
music title of the year, if not of the decade."-- The Globe & Mail

"The book is nothing short of spectacular" - New Music Box

"There's plenty to keep you amused and enlightened - it's very good reading." - American Record Guide

"Rather than assemble an overview, Taruskin has written a critical, subjective history in which he examines
the influence of key figures, works, and musical ideas against the backdrop of world affairs and cultural
history."-Berkeleyan

"Musicians, students, historians, and other readers wishing a detailed narrative about the career, patronage,
musical influences, reception, and creative production of western composers, as well as the development of
musical styles will find this a fascinating and satisfying resource." --Reference and Research Library Book
News



"An amazing achievement. For a single musicologist, even one of the stature of Taruskin, to have produced a
detailed, accurate, informative and well-illustrated history is nothing short of amazing."--Classical Net
Review

About the Author

Richard Taruskin is professor of musicology at the University of California, Berkeley. In addition to this
work, Taruskin is also the author of such books as Music in the Western World: A History in Documents
(1985), Text & Act (OUP, 1995), and Stravinsky and the Russian Traditions (1996). He is a frequent
contributor to the New York Times, New Republic, and many other scholarly journals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

The book Oxford History of Western Music: 5-vol. set can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Oxford History of Western
Music: 5-vol. set? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Oxford History of Western Music: 5-vol. set has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Bryan:

Here thing why that Oxford History of Western Music: 5-vol. set are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Oxford History of Western Music: 5-vol. set giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Oxford History of Western Music:
5-vol. set. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Oxford History of Western Music: 5-vol. set in e-book can be your alternative.

Brian Mejia:

Oxford History of Western Music: 5-vol. set can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Oxford History of Western
Music: 5-vol. set yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new



stage of crucial contemplating.

William Matthews:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Oxford History of Western Music: 5-vol.
set to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book
and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside
that the book Oxford History of Western Music: 5-vol. set can to be your friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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