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Inspired by the true story of a political murder that horried Russians in 1869,
Fyodor Dostoevsky conceived of Demons as a "novel-pamphlet" in which he
would say everything about the plague of materialist ideology that he saw
infecting his native land. What emerged was a prophetic and ferociously funny
masterpiece of ideology and murder in pre-revolutionary Russia.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Pevear and Volokhonsky have found critical acclaim with previous translations of Dostoevsky's Brothers
Karamazov (Classic Returns, LJ 8/90), Crime and Punishment (Classic Returns, LJ 1/92), and Notes from
Underground (Classic Returns, LJ 7/93). Their Demons should be equally respected.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Dostoevsky's sprawling political novel is given new life in this fresh translation. The previous translations of
the husband-and-wife team of Larissa Volokhonsky and Richard Pevear--The Brothers Karamazov, Crime
and Punishment, and Notes From Underground--have been universally praised for capturing Dostoevsky's
force and subtlety, and all three works are now considered the English standards. Now they have
successfully tackled one of Dostoevsky's most complex and dense works. Mistakenly translated in the past as
``The Possessed,'' the title refers to the infestation of foreign political and philosophical ideas that swept
Russia in the second half of the 19th century. Pevear writes in the introduction, ``These demons, then, are
ideas, that legion of -isms that came to Russia from the West: idealism, rationalism, empiricism, materialism,
utilitarianism, positivism, socialism, anarchism, nihilism, and, underlying them all, atheism.'' Dostoevsky,
taking as his starting point the political chaos around him at the time, constructs an elaborate morality tale in
which the people of a provincial town turn against one another because they are convinced of the infallibility
of their ideas. Stepan Trofimovich, an affable thinker who does little to turn his liberal ideas into action,
creates a monster in his student, Nikolai Vsevolodovich Stavrogin, who takes his spiritual father's teaching to
heart, joining a circle of other nihilists who will justify any and all violent excesses for the sake of their
ideas. Stavrogin aims for a ``systematic corrupting of society and all its principles'' so that out of the
resulting destruction he may ``raise the banner of rebellion.'' A chilling foreshadowing of Stalinist logic.
Volokhonsky and Pevear's translation brings to the surface all of Dostoevsky's subtle linguistic and
nationalist humor, and the copious notes are indispensable for making one's way through the thicket of 19th-
century Russian politics. -- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review
“[An] admirable new translation of…Dostoevsky’s masterpiece.” –New York Review of Books

“The merit in this edition of Demons resides in the technical virtuosity of the translators…They capture the
feverishly intense, personal explosions of activity and emotion that manifest themselves in Russian life.”
–New York Times Book Review

“Demons is the Dostoevsky novel for our age…[Pevear and Volokhonsky] have managed to capture and
differentiate the characters’ many voices…They come into their own when faced with Dostoevsky’s
wonderfully quirky use of varied speech patterns…A capital job of restoration.” –Los Angeles Times

With an Introduction by Richard Pevear

From the Hardcover edition.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Cushman:

The knowledge that you get from Demons: A Novel in Three Parts (Vintage Classics) is a more deep you
searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Demons: A Novel in Three Parts (Vintage Classics) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Demons: A Novel in Three Parts
(Vintage Classics) instantly.

Erik Herrera:

This book untitled Demons: A Novel in Three Parts (Vintage Classics) to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Annamarie Hernandez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. Demons: A Novel in Three Parts (Vintage Classics) can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Sabrina Crockett:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Demons: A Novel in Three Parts
(Vintage Classics) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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