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The grotesque is one of art's most puzzling figures - transgressive, comprising an
unresolveable hybrid, generally focussing on the human body, full of hyperbole,
and ultimately semantically deeply puzzling. In Bluebeard's Castle (1911), The
Wooden Prince (1916/17), The Miraculous Mandarin (1919/24, rev. 1931) and
Cantata Profana (1930), BartÃ³k engaged scenarios featuring either overtly
grotesque bodies or closely related transformations and violations of the body. In
a number of instrumental works he also overtly engaged grotesque satirical
strategies, sometimes - as in Two Portraits: 'Ideal' and 'Grotesque' - indicating
this in the title. In this book, Julie Brown argues that BartÃ³k's concerns with
stylistic hybridity (high-low, East-West, tonal-atonal-modal), the body, and the
grotesque are inter-connected. While BartÃ³k developed each interest in highly
individual ways, and did so separately to a considerable extent, the three
concerns remained conceptually interlinked. All three were thoroughly
implicated in cultural constructions of the Modern during the period in which
BartÃ³k was composing.
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The grotesque is one of art's most puzzling figures - transgressive, comprising an unresolveable hybrid,
generally focussing on the human body, full of hyperbole, and ultimately semantically deeply puzzling. In
Bluebeard's Castle (1911), The Wooden Prince (1916/17), The Miraculous Mandarin (1919/24, rev. 1931)
and Cantata Profana (1930), BartÃ³k engaged scenarios featuring either overtly grotesque bodies or closely
related transformations and violations of the body. In a number of instrumental works he also overtly
engaged grotesque satirical strategies, sometimes - as in Two Portraits: 'Ideal' and 'Grotesque' - indicating
this in the title. In this book, Julie Brown argues that BartÃ³k's concerns with stylistic hybridity (high-low,
East-West, tonal-atonal-modal), the body, and the grotesque are inter-connected. While BartÃ³k developed
each interest in highly individual ways, and did so separately to a considerable extent, the three concerns
remained conceptually interlinked. All three were thoroughly implicated in cultural constructions of the
Modern during the period in which BartÃ³k was composing.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This volume is a valuable contribution to the literature that provides thought-provoking material for future
research, especially regarding the interpretation of bodily meanings. ... Julie Brown has opened up a hugely
fascinating area of musical modernism that remains largely unexplored.' --Music and Letters

About the Author
Julie Brown is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Music at Royal Holloway, University of London, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Kirby:

This Bartók and the Grotesque: Studies in Modernity, the Body and Contradiction in Music (Royal Musical
Association Monographs) are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The reason of this Bartók and the Grotesque: Studies in Modernity, the Body and Contradiction in Music
(Royal Musical Association Monographs) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Bartók and the Grotesque: Studies in Modernity, the Body
and Contradiction in Music (Royal Musical Association Monographs) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ruth Morefield:

The book untitled Bartók and the Grotesque: Studies in Modernity, the Body and Contradiction in Music
(Royal Musical Association Monographs) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Bartók and the Grotesque: Studies in Modernity, the Body and Contradiction in Music (Royal
Musical Association Monographs) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Rene Hudson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Bartók and the Grotesque: Studies in Modernity, the Body and Contradiction in



Music (Royal Musical Association Monographs) can be your answer since it can be read by you who have
those short extra time problems.

Hoa Gilkey:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Bartók and the Grotesque: Studies in Modernity, the Body and Contradiction in Music
(Royal Musical Association Monographs) can make you feel more interested to read.
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