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This book provides a detailed introduction to the development of the German
language from the earliest reconstructible prehistory to the present day. A key to
understanding how any human language works is understanding how that
language developed over time. German speakers, as well as language learners
and teachers are often puzzled by many questions about the German language:
How did German come to have so many different dialects and close linguistic
cousins like Dutch and Plattdeutsch? Why does German have 'umlaut' vowels
and why do they play so many different roles in the grammar (noun plurals and
subjunctive verbs, among many more)? Why are noun plurals so complicated (-e,
-en, -er, umlaut, -s or nothing at all)? Are there reasons for the different gender
markings in the language (die Woche versus das Auge)? Are dialects dying out
today? Does English, with all the words it loans to German, pose a threat to the
language? Full, satisfying answers to many of these questions are emerging in
current research and this book presents, in an accessible manner, a concise
linguistic introduction to the history of German as specialists understand it today.
The book is supported by a companion website and is suitable for language
learners and teachers and students of linguistics, from undergraduate level
upwards.
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This book provides a detailed introduction to the development of the German language from the earliest
reconstructible prehistory to the present day. A key to understanding how any human language works is
understanding how that language developed over time. German speakers, as well as language learners and
teachers are often puzzled by many questions about the German language: How did German come to have so
many different dialects and close linguistic cousins like Dutch and Plattdeutsch? Why does German have
'umlaut' vowels and why do they play so many different roles in the grammar (noun plurals and subjunctive
verbs, among many more)? Why are noun plurals so complicated (-e, -en, -er, umlaut, -s or nothing at all)?
Are there reasons for the different gender markings in the language (die Woche versus das Auge)? Are
dialects dying out today? Does English, with all the words it loans to German, pose a threat to the language?
Full, satisfying answers to many of these questions are emerging in current research and this book presents,
in an accessible manner, a concise linguistic introduction to the history of German as specialists understand it
today. The book is supported by a companion website and is suitable for language learners and teachers and
students of linguistics, from undergraduate level upwards.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Joseph Salmons has produced a brilliant and challenging book that is already spurring fruitful discussion
and collaboration. This project will give students a real sense of our dynamic field, with its lively debates
and intriguing open questions. For many students, Salmons's book and website will be their first taste of
Germanic historical linguistics and perhaps their first exposure to linguistics of any kind. It will not be long
before many young colleagues start telling us that what first turned them on to the serious study of language
was A History of German." --Language

About the Author

Joseph Salmons is the Lester W.J. "Smoky" Seifert Professor of Germanic Linguistics at University of
Wisconsin, Madison. He holds a BA in Philosophy (UNC-Charlotte, 1978) and a PhD in Germanic
Linguistics (University of Texas, 1984). His research, teaching and outreach work all focus on speech sounds
and language change, drawing data particularly from Germanic languages, including current Wisconsin
English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earnest Jennings:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A History of German
(Oxford Linguistics) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Arthur Sanchez:

A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A History of German (Oxford
Linguistics) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial pondering.



Cheryl Reese:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This A History of German (Oxford
Linguistics) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Phillip Martin:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books
in the top listing in your reading list will be A History of German (Oxford Linguistics). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Download and Read Online A History of German (Oxford
Linguistics) By Joseph Salmons #QNBVPZHMR5O



Read A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) By Joseph Salmons
for online ebook

A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) By Joseph Salmons Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) By Joseph Salmons books to read online.

Online A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) By Joseph Salmons ebook PDF
download

A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) By Joseph Salmons Doc

A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) By Joseph Salmons Mobipocket

A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) By Joseph Salmons EPub

QNBVPZHMR5O: A History of German (Oxford Linguistics) By Joseph Salmons


