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“The most important political book of the year.”—Gregg Easterbrook, author of The Progress
Paradox

Everyone knows: wars are getting worse, more civilians are dying, and peacemaking achieves nothing, right?
Wrong.

Despite all the bad-news headlines, peacekeeping is working. Fewer wars are starting, more are ending, and
those that remain are smaller and more localized. But peace doesn’t just happen; it needs to be put into
effect. Moreover, understanding the global decline in armed conflict is crucial as America shifts to an era of
lower military budgets and operations.

Preeminent scholar of international relations, Joshua Goldstein, definitively illustrates how decades of effort
by humanitarian aid agencies, popular movements—and especially the United Nations—have made a
measureable difference in reducing violence in our times. Goldstein shows how we can continue building on
these inspiring achievements to keep winning the war on war.

This updated and revised edition includes more information on a post-9-11 world, and is a perfect
compendium for those wishing to learn more about the United States’ armed conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan.   
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Editorial Review

Review
"Reveals the greatest untold story of the past two decades-that contrary to popular impressions, war has
become substantially rarer and less dangerous... This book could change the understanding of policy makers,
opinion leaders, and a wide readership."—Steven Pinker, professor of psychology, Harvard College;
bestselling author of The Blank Slate

“Does what no other book has attempted, providing a synoptic view, and narrative, of the slow but successful
evolution of UN peacekeeping. It takes an unusual and unorthodox approach that works very well
indeed.”—Paul Kennedy, professor of history, Yale University; author of The Rise and Fall of the Great
Powers

“A novel, highly informative, and exceedingly valuable book.”—David Hamburg, President Emeritus,
Carnegie Corporation of New York; former president, AAAS

“A highly readable account of the nature and problems of peacekeeping… an important contribution to
public understanding of international affairs.”—Brian Urquhart, former Undersecretary-General of the UN;
author of Ralph Bunche: An American Life and Hammarskjöld

“The untold story of how we seem to be winning the long-term fight against war, and why. His book should
be required reading for policymakers and the media.”—Nils Petter Gleditsch, Peace Research Institute Oslo

“A surprising study that suggests warfare is decreasing .... Optimistic, useful history of diplomacy as
counterweight to brutality.”—Kirkus

“The most important political book of the year.”—Gregg Easterbrook, author of The Progress Paradox

From the Inside Flap
The astounding truth: peacekeeping is working
 
Preeminent scholar of international relations, Joshua Goldstein, tears down one of the greatest myths of
modern history.  Despite all the hand wringing, fear mongering, and bad-news headlines, peace is on the
rise.  Fewer wars are starting, more are ending, and those that remain are smaller and more localized than in
past years. Incredibly, no national armies are still fighting each other--all today's wars are civil wars. This
worldwide decline in armed conflict is crucially important for America's shift from a decade of war to an era
of lower military budgets and operations.
 
Goldstein's groundbreaking analysis of the empirical evidence is convincing, but the real power of his
argument lies in the accounts of experiences on the violent frontlines where peace must actually be put into
effect. His vivid "boots on the ground" account shows how today's successes in building peace grow out of
decades of effort and sacrifice by ordinary and extraordinary people working through international
organizations, humanitarian aid agencies, and popular movements around the world. At the center of this
drama is the United Nations and its sixty-year experiment in peacekeeping - overwhelmingly supported by
American public opinion - which is making a measurable difference in reducing violence in our time.



Taking us from his own sleepless night in Beirut as shells landed in nearby streets, to the agonizing failures
of the international community in Bosnia and Rwanda, to the recent triumphs of peacekeeping in West
Africa, Goldstein tells the most exciting and important untold global story of our age. He shows how large-
scale looting, sexual assault, and atrocities are being stopped, and how we can continue building on these
hopeful and inspiring achievements to keep winning the war on war.

About the Author
Joshua Goldstein is an interdisciplinary scholar of war and an awarding-winning professor at the School of
International Service at American University. He has written for The American Political Science Review,
Journal of Conflict Resolution, and International Studies Quarterly, as well as Op Ed pieces in The New
York Times and the Christian Science Monitor. He’s been on ABC Nightline, NBC and CNN television, and
BBC and NPR radio.

He has won a MacArthur Foundation Individual Research and Writing Grant, the International Studies
Association's Karl Deutsch Award for research, and the American Political Science Association's Victoria
Schuck Award. The National Science Foundation has funded his research. Goldstein received his M.S. and
Ph.D. in political science from MIT. He has taught at Yale University, Brown University, the University of
Massachusetts, and the University of Maryland. As well as his current affiliation with American University
in Washington, DC, he is Research Scholar in the Political Science Dept. at the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst and the Nonresident Sadat Senior Fellow at the University of Maryland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Winning the War
on War: The Decline of Armed Conflict Worldwide book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Anthony Brown:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
could share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of
them is this Winning the War on War: The Decline of Armed Conflict Worldwide.



Shawn Stoltzfus:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the publication untitled Winning the War on War: The Decline of Armed Conflict
Worldwide can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Gregory Kile:

The book Winning the War on War: The Decline of Armed Conflict Worldwide has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after scanning this book.
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