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In this eloquent introduction to early Christian thought, eminent religious
historian Robert Louis Wilken examines the tradition that such figures as St.
Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and others set in place. These early thinkers
constructed a new intellectual and spiritual world, Wilken shows, and they can
still be heard as living voices in the modern world.
In chapters on topics including early Christian worship, Christian poetry and the
spiritual life, the Trinity, Christ, the Bible, and icons, Wilken shows that the
energy and vitality of early Christianity arose from within the life of the Church.
While early Christian thinkers drew on the philosophical and rhetorical traditions
of the ancient world, it was the versatile vocabulary of the Bible that loosened
their tongues and minds and allowed them to construct the world anew,
intellectually and spiritually. These thinkers were not seeking to invent a world
of ideas, Wilken shows, but rather to win the hearts of men and women and to
change their lives.
Early Christian thinkers set in place a foundation that has endured. Their writings
are an irreplaceable inheritance, and Wilken shows that they can still be heard as
living voices within contemporary culture.
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In this eloquent introduction to early Christian thought, eminent religious historian Robert Louis Wilken
examines the tradition that such figures as St. Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and others set in place. These
early thinkers constructed a new intellectual and spiritual world, Wilken shows, and they can still be heard as
living voices in the modern world.
In chapters on topics including early Christian worship, Christian poetry and the spiritual life, the Trinity,
Christ, the Bible, and icons, Wilken shows that the energy and vitality of early Christianity arose from within
the life of the Church. While early Christian thinkers drew on the philosophical and rhetorical traditions of
the ancient world, it was the versatile vocabulary of the Bible that loosened their tongues and minds and
allowed them to construct the world anew, intellectually and spiritually. These thinkers were not seeking to
invent a world of ideas, Wilken shows, but rather to win the hearts of men and women and to change their
lives.
Early Christian thinkers set in place a foundation that has endured. Their writings are an irreplaceable
inheritance, and Wilken shows that they can still be heard as living voices within contemporary culture.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Magnificently learned [and] deeply felt. . . . An attentive reader of Wilken, whether believer or nonbeliever,
will be touched anew by his survey of Christian intellectual life.” —Michael Dirda, Washington Post Book
World

“This is not a book written for the academy but for all readers. . . . [Wilken] provides for a new generation . .
. a sense of what is important about those astonishing teachers of the early church who instructed the ages
after them.”—Luke Timothy Johnson, America

“Get The Spirit of Early Christian Thought and read it. Read it slowly, letting Wilken take you by the hand. .
. . Let [Wilken] show you a more excellent way.”—Richard John Neuhaus, First Things

From the Publisher
Also available by Robert Louis Wilken: The Christians as the Romans Saw Them

From the Inside Flap
"By turns scholarly, contemplative, and argumentative, this is an exposition in which the early Christian
writers speak for themselves—and to us." —Jaroslav Pelikan, author of The Christian Tradition; "An elegant
and learned introduction to the giants of Christian antiquity, this book shows brilliantly how the Church can
live by continually pondering the Word of God."—Avery Cardinal Dulles, S.J., Fordham University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erica Rawlins:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Spirit of Early Christian Thought:
Seeking the Face of God will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Stephen Thrush:

The book The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a
book The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate.



Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of
God has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the
enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Victoria Owen:

Here thing why this kind of The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that
similar with The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God in e-book can be your alternative.

Ronald Smith:

The Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Spirit of Early Christian Thought: Seeking the Face of God however doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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