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Historians and political analysts have not paid enough attention to the crucial link
between Indias partition and British fears about the USSR gaining control of
Central Asia. Realizing that Indian nationalists would not play the Great Game
against the Soviet Union, the British settled for those willing to do so, using
Islam as a political tool in pursuit of their objectives. How this operation was
conceived and carried out forms the theme of this untold story of India's
partition.Narendra Singh Sarila unearths top-secret documents which throw new
light on several prominent political figures of the era, while bringing out little-
known facts about the pressure that the US exerted on Britain to grant India her
independence.The author also traces the roots of the present Kashmir imbroglio
in this fascinating account.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The 1947 partition of the British Raj led to the displacement and death of millions, three wars between India
and Pakistan, and chronic instability in Pakistan. The consensus among historians is that the partition was a
hastily done effort by a British government eager to divest itself of an imperial burden. Sarila, a former aide-
de-camp to the last viceroy, Lord Mountbatten, has a different view. Utilizing a variety of sources, including
previously classified documents, he asserts that the British government supported the creation of Pakistan
with the understanding that British military bases there would provide easy access to the oil fields of the
Middle East. Sarila cites numerous statements by British officials, particularly Churchill, to support his case.
Unfortunately, he has cherry-picked the evidence, ignoring equally strong documentation that supports the
conventional view. Still, this is a useful look at a tumultuous series of events. Sarila provides interesting
perspectives on key historical figures. Gandhi, for example, is shown as infuriatingly naive and self-
righteous. Sarila does not prove his case here, but this is a work likely to engender additional discussion and
controversy. Jay Freeman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"* 'An impressive range of documentary sources illuminates a controversial era with skill and conviction.
Historians and general readers alike will learn much from the sweep and drama of the narrative.' Sir Martin
Gilbert * A meticulously researched, highly readable, fascinating version of the last days of the Raj' Mark
Tully * [Sarila's] penetrating intelligence...shines a light on the diplomatic world of hints, pressures and
concealed motives on the route to partition' Sunday Telegraph * 'a valuable, highly readable, indeed
fascinating study' TILS" --Sunday Telegraph

About the Author
Narendra Singh Sarila was heir to the princely state of Sarila in central India. An ADC to Lord Mountbatten,
he later joined the IFS, where he worked from 1948 to 1985. He also served as Indias ambassador to Spain,
Brazil, Libya, Switzerland and France.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Calvin Baker:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Shadow of the Great Game: The Untold
Story of Indias Partition is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Francis Mason:

The feeling that you get from The Shadow of the Great Game: The Untold Story of Indias Partition is a more
deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Shadow of the Great Game: The Untold Story of Indias
Partition giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Shadow of
the Great Game: The Untold Story of Indias Partition instantly.

Andrew Leavens:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Shadow of the Great
Game: The Untold Story of Indias Partition, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Carlton Wood:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is The Shadow of the Great Game: The Untold Story of Indias Partition this
publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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