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The Representation of the Struggling Artist in America, 1800–1865 analyzes how
American painters, sculptors, and writers, active between 1800 and 1865,
depicted their response to a democratic society that failed to adequately support
them financially and intellectually. Without the traditional European forms of
patronage from the church or the crown, American artists faced unsympathetic
countrymen who were unaccustomed to playing the role of patron and less than
generous in rewarding creativity. It was in this unrewarding landscape that
American artists in the first half of the nineteenth century employed the
“struggling” or “starving artist” image to satirize the country’s lack of patronage
and immortalize their own struggles. Through an examination of artists’ journals,
letters, and biographies as well as the development of art academies and
exhibition venues, this study traces the evolution of a young nation that went
from considering artists as mere craftsmen to recognizing them as important
members of a civilized society.
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The Representation of the Struggling Artist in America, 1800–1865 analyzes how American painters,
sculptors, and writers, active between 1800 and 1865, depicted their response to a democratic society that
failed to adequately support them financially and intellectually. Without the traditional European forms of
patronage from the church or the crown, American artists faced unsympathetic countrymen who were
unaccustomed to playing the role of patron and less than generous in rewarding creativity. It was in this
unrewarding landscape that American artists in the first half of the nineteenth century employed the
“struggling” or “starving artist” image to satirize the country’s lack of patronage and immortalize their own
struggles. Through an examination of artists’ journals, letters, and biographies as well as the development of
art academies and exhibition venues, this study traces the evolution of a young nation that went from
considering artists as mere craftsmen to recognizing them as important members of a civilized society.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is an invaluable study of a key image in American culture before the Civil War: the trope of the starving
artist as he was rejected by American society, encouraged by institutions, and represented in the lives of
painters, sculptors and novelists, both real and fictional. (Paul Staiti, Professor of Fine Arts on the Alumnae
Foundation, Mount Holyoke College)

Schneider’s important study fills a gap in American art history scholarship by focusing on a period, the early
to mid-nineteenth century, and works of art under addressed in published literature on images of artists. Its
greatest strength is the balance of visual and literary perceptions of artists, which enables a richer assessment
of artist imagery of this time than has been attempted before. Well-known artist images by Washington
Allston, Charles Bird King, and David Gilmour Blythe, along with lesser-known images by John Krimmel
and Horatio Greenough, are interrogated in great detail and solidly contextualized within their social,
cultural, and political milieus. Those interested in the development of an American artistic identity at a time
when many contested the value and role of the arts in the young democracy will find much of relevance here.
(Elisabeth L. Roark, Associate Professor of Art History, Chatham University)

This book analyzes how American painters, sculptors, and writers, active between 1800 and 1865, depicted
their response to a democratic society that failed to adequately support them financially and intellectually.
Through an examination of the development of art academies and exhibition venues, this study traces the
evolution of a young nation that went from considering artists as mere craftsmen to recognizing them as
important members of a civilized society.

About the Author
Erika Schneider is associate professor of art history at Framingham State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald James:

The book The Representation of the Struggling Artist in America, 1800–1865 give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The
Representation of the Struggling Artist in America, 1800–1865 being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like available and read a guide The Representation of the Struggling Artist in
America, 1800–1865. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?



Milan Allen:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The
Representation of the Struggling Artist in America, 1800–1865 is kind of book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Barry Trusty:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be The Representation of the Struggling Artist in America, 1800–1865.

Russell Howell:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Representation of the
Struggling Artist in America, 1800–1865, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its named reading friends.
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