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Set against the backdrop of the black struggle in society, Slow Fade to Black is
the definitive history of African-American accomplishment in film--both before
and behind the camera--from the earliest movies through World War II. As he
records the changing attitudes toward African-Americans both in Hollywood and
the nation at large, Cripps explores the growth of discrimination as filmmakers
became more and more intrigued with myths of the Old South: the "lost cause"
aspect of the Civil War, the stately mansions and gracious ladies of the
antebellum South, the "happy" slaves singing in the fields. Cripps shows how
these characterizations culminated in the blatantly racist attitudes of Griffith's
The Birth of a Nation, and how this film inspired the N.A.A.C.P. to campaign
vigorously--and successfully--for change. While the period of the 1920s to 1940s
was one replete with Hollywood stereotypes (blacks most often appeared as
domestics or "natives," or were portrayed in shiftless, cowardly "Stepin Fetchit"
roles), there was also an attempt at independent black production--on the whole
unsuccessful. But with the coming of World War II, increasing pressures for a
wider use of blacks in films, and calls for more equitable treatment, African-
Americans did begin to receive more sympathetic roles, such as that of Sam, the
piano player in the 1942 classic Casablanca.
A lively, thorough history of African-Americans in the movies, Slow Fade to
Black is also a perceptive social commentary on evolving racial attitudes in this
country during the first four decades of the twentieth century.
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Set against the backdrop of the black struggle in society, Slow Fade to Black is the definitive history of
African-American accomplishment in film--both before and behind the camera--from the earliest movies
through World War II. As he records the changing attitudes toward African-Americans both in Hollywood
and the nation at large, Cripps explores the growth of discrimination as filmmakers became more and more
intrigued with myths of the Old South: the "lost cause" aspect of the Civil War, the stately mansions and
gracious ladies of the antebellum South, the "happy" slaves singing in the fields. Cripps shows how these
characterizations culminated in the blatantly racist attitudes of Griffith's The Birth of a Nation, and how this
film inspired the N.A.A.C.P. to campaign vigorously--and successfully--for change. While the period of the
1920s to 1940s was one replete with Hollywood stereotypes (blacks most often appeared as domestics or
"natives," or were portrayed in shiftless, cowardly "Stepin Fetchit" roles), there was also an attempt at
independent black production--on the whole unsuccessful. But with the coming of World War II, increasing
pressures for a wider use of blacks in films, and calls for more equitable treatment, African-Americans did
begin to receive more sympathetic roles, such as that of Sam, the piano player in the 1942 classic
Casablanca.
A lively, thorough history of African-Americans in the movies, Slow Fade to Black is also a perceptive
social commentary on evolving racial attitudes in this country during the first four decades of the twentieth
century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Brilliant book, well researched, good read."--Micheal Pounds, California State University at Long Beach

From the Back Cover
Set against the backdrop of the black struggle in society, Slow Fade to Black is the definitive history of
African-American accomplishment in film - both before and behind the camera - from the earliest movies
through World War II. Cripps explores the growth of discrimination as filmmakers became more and more
intrigued with myths of the Old South - the "lost cause" aspect of the Civil War, the "happy" slaves singing
in the fields - showing how these characterizations culminated in the blatently racist attitudes of Griffith's
Birth of a Nation, and how this film led the N.A.A.C.P. to campaign vigorously, and successfully, for
change. Cripps goes on to examine the period of the 1920s to 1940s, a time replete with stereotypical casting
for African-Americans and largely unsuccessful attempts at independent black production. But with the
coming of World War II also came increasing pressure for wider, more equitable use of blacks in films,
leading eventually to more sympathetic casting of racial roles, such as that of Sam, the piano player in the
1942 classic Casablanca. A lively, thorough history of African-Americans in the movies, Show Fade to
Black is also a perceptive social commentary on evolving racial attitudes in this country during the first four
decades of the twentieth century.

About the Author

Thomas Cripps is Professor of History at Morgan State University. He is also the author of Making Movies
Black (Oxford, 1993).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Gavin:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Slow Fade to Black (Galaxy
Books) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Mary Torres:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider



when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Slow Fade to Black (Galaxy Books) as the daily resource
information.

Patricia Jones:

The particular book Slow Fade to Black (Galaxy Books) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking
over this book.

Sharon Works:

Exactly why? Because this Slow Fade to Black (Galaxy Books) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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