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Until The New Press first published May It Please the Court in 1993, few
Americans knew that every case argued before the Supreme Court since 1955
had been recorded. The original book-and-tape set was a revelation to readers
and reviewers, quickly becoming a bestseller and garnering praise across the
nation.

May It Please the Court includes both live recordings and transcripts of oral
arguments in twenty-three of the most significant cases argued before the
Supreme Court in the second half of the twentiethcentury. This edition makes the
recordings available on an MP3 audio CD. Through the voices of some of the
nation’s most important lawyers and justices, including Thurgood Marshall,
Archibald Cox, and Earl Warren, it offers a chance to hear firsthand our justice
system at work, in the highest court of the land.

Cases included: Gideon v. Wainwright (right to counsel) Abington School
District v. Schempp (school prayer) Miranda v. Arizona (“the right to remain
silent”) Roe v. Wade (abortion rights) Edwards v. Aguillard (teaching
“creationism”) Regents v. Bakke (reverse discrimination) Wisconsin v. Yoder
(compulsory schooling for the Amish) Tinker v. Des Moines (Vietnam protest in
schools) Texas v. Johnson (flag burning) New York Times v. United States
(Pentagon Papers) Cox v. Louisiana (civil rights demonstrations) Communist
Party v. Subversive Activities Control Board (freedom of association) Terry v.
Ohio (“stop and frisk” by police) Gregg v. Georgia (capital punishment) Cooper
v. Aaron (Little Rock school desegregation) Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United
States (public accommodations) Palmer v. Thompson (swimming pool
integration) Loving v. Virginia (interracial marriage) San Antonio v. Rodriguez
(equal funding for public schools) Bowers v. Hardwick (homosexual rights)
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Baker v. Carr (“one person, one vote”) United States v. Nixon (Watergate tapes)
DeShaney v. Winnebago County (child abuse)
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Until The New Press first published May It Please the Court in 1993, few Americans knew that every case
argued before the Supreme Court since 1955 had been recorded. The original book-and-tape set was a
revelation to readers and reviewers, quickly becoming a bestseller and garnering praise across the nation.

May It Please the Court includes both live recordings and transcripts of oral arguments in twenty-three of the
most significant cases argued before the Supreme Court in the second half of the twentiethcentury. This
edition makes the recordings available on an MP3 audio CD. Through the voices of some of the nation’s
most important lawyers and justices, including Thurgood Marshall, Archibald Cox, and Earl Warren, it
offers a chance to hear firsthand our justice system at work, in the highest court of the land.

Cases included: Gideon v. Wainwright (right to counsel) Abington School District v. Schempp (school
prayer) Miranda v. Arizona (“the right to remain silent”) Roe v. Wade (abortion rights) Edwards v. Aguillard
(teaching “creationism”) Regents v. Bakke (reverse discrimination) Wisconsin v. Yoder (compulsory
schooling for the Amish) Tinker v. Des Moines (Vietnam protest in schools) Texas v. Johnson (flag burning)
New York Times v. United States (Pentagon Papers) Cox v. Louisiana (civil rights demonstrations)
Communist Party v. Subversive Activities Control Board (freedom of association) Terry v. Ohio (“stop and
frisk” by police) Gregg v. Georgia (capital punishment) Cooper v. Aaron (Little Rock school desegregation)
Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States (public accommodations) Palmer v. Thompson (swimming pool
integration) Loving v. Virginia (interracial marriage) San Antonio v. Rodriguez (equal funding for public
schools) Bowers v. Hardwick (homosexual rights) Baker v. Carr (“one person, one vote”) United States v.
Nixon (Watergate tapes) DeShaney v. Winnebago County (child abuse)
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This remarkable book and audiocassette combination has already received much notice, due, ironically, to
the legalities involved over the use of archival sources. Network television and National Public Radio have
reported on the controversy, which should serve to increase public interest in these recordings of 23
landmark cases argued before the Supreme Court since 1955. Introductory material and other narration is
provided by Peter Irons of the Earl Warren Bill of Rights Project of the University of California. Listeners
are allowed a glimpse of modern history as never before; the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement,
Vietnam, Watergate, and various other seminal social/moral/ethical disputes are played out in succinct,
precise arguments. The sound of the actual history-making cases is thrilling. The accompanying hardcover
book contains the text of each argument. This is a "must have" for law, academic, and large public libraries.
- Reilly Reagan, Putnam Cty. Lib., Cookeville, Tenn.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"One of the most effective teaching tools available." &#8212The Washington Post

"A front-row seat in America’s most powerful courtroom, where very, very few have had the opportunity to
sit." &#8212American Bar Association Journal

"A treasure trove . . . that provides insight into the Supreme Court and the judicial process that is otherwise
available only to those who find themselves in Washington, D.C., at just the right time." &#8212Los Angeles
Times Book Review

"A strong and direct whiff of history." &#8212The New York Times Book Review

About the Author

Peter H. Irons is emeritus professor of political science at the University of California, San Diego. He is the
author of numerous books on the Supreme Court and constitutional litigation, including Jim Crow’s
Children: The Broken Promise of the Brown Decision and A People’s History of the Supreme Court. He is a
co-editor of May It Please the Court: The Most Significant Oral Arguments Made Before the Supreme Court
Since 1955 (with Stephanie Guitton), May It Please the Court: The First Amendment: Live Recordings and
Transcripts of the Oral Arguments Made Before the Supreme Court in Sixteen Key First Amendment Cases,
and May It Please the Court: Courts, Kids, and the Constitution: Live Recordings and Transcripts of Sixteen
Supreme Court Oral Arguments on the Constitutional Rights of Students and Teachers, all published by The
New Press. He has also contributed to numerous law reviews and other journals. He was chosen in 1988 as
the first Raoul Wallenberg Distinguished Visiting Professor of Human Rights at Rutgers University. He has
been invited to lecture on constitutional law and civil liberties at the law schools of Harvard, Yale, Berkeley,
and Stanford and at more than twenty other schools. In addition to his academic work, Irons has been active
in public affairs. He is a practicing civil rights and liberties attorney and was lead counsel in the 1980s in the
successful effort to reverse the World War II criminal convictions of Japanese Americans who had
challenged the curfew and relocation orders. He was also elected to two terms on the national board of the
American Civil Liberties Union.



Stephanie Guitton is a graduate of the Jurisprudence and Social Policy Program at the University of
California, Berkeley. She has a law degree from the University of Poitiers in France.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

The e-book untitled May It Please the Court: The Most Significant Oral Arguments Made Before the
Supreme Court Since 1955 is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of May It
Please the Court: The Most Significant Oral Arguments Made Before the Supreme Court Since 1955 from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Frances Small:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This May It Please the Court: The Most
Significant Oral Arguments Made Before the Supreme Court Since 1955 is simple to bring you can read it in
the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often
the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Adela Valenti:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This May It Please the Court:
The Most Significant Oral Arguments Made Before the Supreme Court Since 1955 can be the solution, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Jesus Brewster:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this May It Please
the Court: The Most Significant Oral Arguments Made Before the Supreme Court Since 1955.
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