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Don Martín de León was the only Tejano empresario to settle a colony in Texas,
in the days before statehood. Other empresarios, such as Moses Austin and
Sterling C. Robertson, were Anglos who had been drawn to Texas by the lure of
land. De León established his colony in southeast Texas, near the Gulf Coast, and
founded the city of Victoria. He and his four sons governed the colony.

Though Don Martín died in 1833, his sons actively supported the Texas fight for
independence by giving money and goods to the Texas Volunteers. But the
family suffered from a general prejudice against people of Mexican
descent—they lost their land and livestock and had to leave Texas. They returned
in the late 1840s, but they no longer had the immense holdings of land and cattle
that Don Martín had accumulated.

In 1972, the de León family was honored with Texas state historical markers on
family graves in Evergreen Cemetery in Victoria. Finally, Martín de León and his
family are recognized for their loyalty to Texas, their support of the Texas
Revolution, and their contributions to the Republic of Texas.

Martín de León is the fourth title in The Stars of Texas Series, aimed at fourth
graders studying for the Texas history section of the TAKS test. The other three
books in the series, Henrietta King: Rancher and Philanthropist, Mirabeau B.
Lamar: Second President of Texas, and Miriam "Ma" Ferguson: First Woman
Governor of Texas have been chosen for the Accelerated Reader program, and
Henrietta King was a Spur Award finalist. Free workbooks for all Stars of Texas
Series books are available on-line.
 
 
Download the Free Activity Book/Teacher's Guide
at http://www.tfhcc.com/press/younger.html
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Don Martín de León was the only Tejano empresario to settle a colony in Texas, in the days before
statehood. Other empresarios, such as Moses Austin and Sterling C. Robertson, were Anglos who had been
drawn to Texas by the lure of land. De León established his colony in southeast Texas, near the Gulf Coast,
and founded the city of Victoria. He and his four sons governed the colony.

Though Don Martín died in 1833, his sons actively supported the Texas fight for independence by giving
money and goods to the Texas Volunteers. But the family suffered from a general prejudice against people of
Mexican descent—they lost their land and livestock and had to leave Texas. They returned in the late 1840s,
but they no longer had the immense holdings of land and cattle that Don Martín had accumulated.

In 1972, the de León family was honored with Texas state historical markers on family graves in Evergreen
Cemetery in Victoria. Finally, Martín de León and his family are recognized for their loyalty to Texas, their
support of the Texas Revolution, and their contributions to the Republic of Texas.

Martín de León is the fourth title in The Stars of Texas Series, aimed at fourth graders studying for the Texas
history section of the TAKS test. The other three books in the series, Henrietta King: Rancher and
Philanthropist, Mirabeau B. Lamar: Second President of Texas, and Miriam "Ma" Ferguson: First Woman
Governor of Texas have been chosen for the Accelerated Reader program, and Henrietta King was a Spur
Award finalist. Free workbooks for all Stars of Texas Series books are available on-line.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A fascinating story of the Tejano empresario. The biography relates his successful colony, the founding of
Victoria, and his family's suffering against anyone of Mexican descent after Texas Independence. The book's
format has interesting items concerning Texas history in the margins plus a map of empresario colonies, a
timeline of Martín's life, a glossary and further readings and websites. The book is a must for those interested
in Texas history during the early 19th century."--Karen Turner, Region XIV ESC
(Karen Turner, Region XIV ESC)

About the Author

JUDY ALTER writes fiction and nonfiction for readers of all ages. In 2005, she received the Owen Wister
Award for Lifetime Achievement from the Western Writers of America. Alter lives in Fort Worth, Texas.

PATRICK MESSERSMITH is a noted artist who resides in Dallas, Texas. He states, "as a native Texan, it's
great to be a part of teaching the legacy of our state's heroes (who might not receive as much attention) to the
younger generations."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linnie Martinez:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Martín de León: Tejano
Empresario (Stars of Texas Series) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored.
It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Miranda Durkee:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Martín de León: Tejano Empresario (Stars of
Texas Series) as your daily resource information.



Melinda McKinney:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Martín de León: Tejano
Empresario (Stars of Texas Series) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Martín de León: Tejano Empresario
(Stars of Texas Series) become your current starter.

Calvin Copher:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Martín de León: Tejano Empresario (Stars of Texas Series) when you desired it?
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