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Learning to Look at Paintings is an accessible guide to the study and appraisal of
paintings, drawings and prints. Mary Acton shows how you can develop visual,
analytical and historical skills in learning to look at and understand an image by
analysing how it works, what its pictorial elements are and how they relate to
each other.

This fully revised and updated new edition is illustrated with over 100 images by
a wide range of Western European and American artists, ranging from
Rembrandt, Van Gogh and Botticelli to Picasso, Matisse and Rothko, and now
includes modern and contemporary artists such as Georgia O'Keeffe, Anselm
Kiefer, Tacita Dean and Marlene Dumas. In addition, Mary Acton presents new
examples highlighting the survival and revival of painting in recent years.

A new introduction situates the book in the wider context of recent changes in the
approach to Art History. A glossary of critical and technical terms used in the
language of Art History is also included, with an updated but still selective
reading list.
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Learning to Look at Paintings is an accessible guide to the study and appraisal of paintings, drawings and
prints. Mary Acton shows how you can develop visual, analytical and historical skills in learning to look at
and understand an image by analysing how it works, what its pictorial elements are and how they relate to
each other.

This fully revised and updated new edition is illustrated with over 100 images by a wide range of Western
European and American artists, ranging from Rembrandt, Van Gogh and Botticelli to Picasso, Matisse and
Rothko, and now includes modern and contemporary artists such as Georgia O'Keeffe, Anselm Kiefer,
Tacita Dean and Marlene Dumas. In addition, Mary Acton presents new examples highlighting the survival
and revival of painting in recent years.

A new introduction situates the book in the wider context of recent changes in the approach to Art History. A
glossary of critical and technical terms used in the language of Art History is also included, with an updated
but still selective reading list.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Each of the six chapters has a succint introduction and a short but useful summary...
Recommended.' – CHOICE

About the Author

Mary Acton was Course Director of the Undergraduate Diploma and Advanced Diploma in the History of
Art at Continuing Education, University of Oxford. She continues to teach at Oxford University and works
as a freelance lecturer, and Learning to Look at Paintings is based on her experience over many years as an
art historian and teacher. She is the author of Learning to look at Modern Art (2004)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maureen Jones:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern
above. Every person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed
someone or something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the
book Learning to Look at Paintings. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Joseph Bateman:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Learning to Look at Paintings,
you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Eulalia Perry:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Learning to Look at Paintings why because the great cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.



Michael Santiago:

This Learning to Look at Paintings is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal
it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Learning to Look at Paintings
in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide
that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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