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The first of its kind, Designing Tall Buildings is an accessible reference that
guides you through the fundamental principles of designing high-rises. Each
chapter focuses on one theme central to tall-building design, giving you a
comprehensive overview of the related architecture and structural engineering
concepts. Mark P. Sarkisian provides clear definitions of technical terms and
introduces important equations, to help you gradually develop your knowledge.
Later chapters allow you to explore more complex applications, such as
biomimicry. Projects drawn from Skidmore, Owings and Merrill’s vast catalog of
built high-rises, many of which Sarkisian designed, demonstrate these concepts.

This book advises you to consider the influence of a particular site’s geology,
wind conditions, and seismicity. Using this contextual knowledge and analysis,
you can determine what types of structural solutions are best suited for a tower
on that site. You can then conceptualize and devise efficient structural systems
that are not only safe, but also constructible and economical. Sarkisian also
addresses the influence of nature in design, urging you to integrate structure and
architecture for buildings of superior performance, sustainability, and aesthetic
excellence.
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The first of its kind, Designing Tall Buildings is an accessible reference that guides you through the
fundamental principles of designing high-rises. Each chapter focuses on one theme central to tall-building
design, giving you a comprehensive overview of the related architecture and structural engineering concepts.
Mark P. Sarkisian provides clear definitions of technical terms and introduces important equations, to help
you gradually develop your knowledge. Later chapters allow you to explore more complex applications, such
as biomimicry. Projects drawn from Skidmore, Owings and Merrill’s vast catalog of built high-rises, many
of which Sarkisian designed, demonstrate these concepts.

This book advises you to consider the influence of a particular site’s geology, wind conditions, and
seismicity. Using this contextual knowledge and analysis, you can determine what types of structural
solutions are best suited for a tower on that site. You can then conceptualize and devise efficient structural
systems that are not only safe, but also constructible and economical. Sarkisian also addresses the influence
of nature in design, urging you to integrate structure and architecture for buildings of superior performance,
sustainability, and aesthetic excellence.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Sarkisian is highly recognized as an innovative and visionary structural engineer with many years of many
signature works of architecture, especially towers, to his credit. This is the perfect moment for his
comprehensive book which takes stock of the most important achievements and best practices."

John Loomis, Professor of Architecture, Author

"Those who are not afraid of mathematical equations, technical graphs and diagrams, but lack the basic
knowledge of the fundamental principles of designing tall buildings should check out Designing Tall
Buildings....Sarkisian provides clear definitions of technical terms and introduces important equations."
Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat

About the Author

Mark Sarkisian, PE, SE, LEED® AP, is the Director of Seismic and Structural Engineering in the San
Francisco office of SOM. He has developed innovative structural solutions for more than 100 international
building projects, including some of the tallest buildings ever constructed. A world-renowned leader in the
design of high performance seismic and environmentally responsible structural systems, Sarkisian has
patented numerous inventions and has additional patents pending. He teaches, publishes, and lectures
frequently around the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

This book untitled Designing Tall Buildings: Structure as Architecture to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Katherine Hood:

The book Designing Tall Buildings: Structure as Architecture has a lot details on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this book.



John Fouts:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Designing Tall Buildings: Structure as Architecture why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Roberta Anglin:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Designing Tall Buildings: Structure as Architecture
to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about
book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that
the publication Designing Tall Buildings: Structure as Architecture can to be your new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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