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The neo-slave narrative is an important development in American literary history
and has serious revisionist intentions at its foundation. This book examines how
contemporary African American women writers have shaped the genre. These
authors have written neo-slave narratives to reinscribe history from the
perspective of the African American woman, most specifically the nineteenth
century enslaved mother. The writers considered in this study?Sherley Anne
Williams, Toni Morrison, J. California Cooper, Gayl Jones, and Octavia
Butler?explore American slavery through the lens of gender, both to interrogate
the myth that enslaved women, denied the privilege of having a gender identity
by the institution of slavery, were in fact genderless, and to celebrate the acts of
resistance which enabled enslaved women to mother in the fullest sense of the
term.

The volume begins with an overview of historical representations of slavery in
America, from the slave narrative itself to the revisionist scholarship of the
1960s. The book then examines several individual neo-slave narratives, such as
Margaret Walker's Jubilee (1966), Williams' Dessa Rose (1986), Morrison's
Beloved (1987), Cooper's Family (1991), Jones' Corregidora (1975), and Butler's
Kindred (1979). What the women in these novels have in common is the fact that
they mother; what the writers have in common is a tendency to utilize subversive
strategies such as reversal, blurring, and the creation of myth to dramatize gender
identity and to highlight the varied nature of motherhood as enslaved women
experienced it. The final chapter evaluates the influence of the neo-slave
narrative on American literature in general and on popular perceptions and
misperceptions of African American women.
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The neo-slave narrative is an important development in American literary history and has serious revisionist
intentions at its foundation. This book examines how contemporary African American women writers have
shaped the genre. These authors have written neo-slave narratives to reinscribe history from the perspective
of the African American woman, most specifically the nineteenth century enslaved mother. The writers
considered in this study?Sherley Anne Williams, Toni Morrison, J. California Cooper, Gayl Jones, and
Octavia Butler?explore American slavery through the lens of gender, both to interrogate the myth that
enslaved women, denied the privilege of having a gender identity by the institution of slavery, were in fact
genderless, and to celebrate the acts of resistance which enabled enslaved women to mother in the fullest
sense of the term.

The volume begins with an overview of historical representations of slavery in America, from the slave
narrative itself to the revisionist scholarship of the 1960s. The book then examines several individual neo-
slave narratives, such as Margaret Walker's Jubilee (1966), Williams' Dessa Rose (1986), Morrison's Beloved
(1987), Cooper's Family (1991), Jones' Corregidora (1975), and Butler's Kindred (1979). What the women
in these novels have in common is the fact that they mother; what the writers have in common is a tendency
to utilize subversive strategies such as reversal, blurring, and the creation of myth to dramatize gender
identity and to highlight the varied nature of motherhood as enslaved women experienced it. The final
chapter evaluates the influence of the neo-slave narrative on American literature in general and on popular
perceptions and misperceptions of African American women.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The book raises important questions and as a starting point for individual study of the neo-slave narrative it
offers a thorough bibliography. The title and table of contents alone will help to frame courses and
perspectives for further study."-Southern Literary Journal

?The book raises important questions and as a starting point for individual study of the neo-slave narrative it
offers a thorough bibliography. The title and table of contents alone will help to frame courses and
perspectives for further study.?-Southern Literary Journal
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Edick:

The reserve with title Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered
(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Ashley Washington:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Black
Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-
American & African Studies) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-
book then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Black
Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-
American & African Studies) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?



James Walton:

This Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in
Afro-American & African Studies) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
data accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Black Women Writers and the American
Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Donald Barber:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity
Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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