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This brief narrative survey of political thought over the past two millennia
explores key ideas that have shaped Western political traditions. Beginning with
the Ancient Greeks' classical emphasis on politics as an independent sphere of
activity, the book goes on to consider the medieval and early modern Christian
views of politics and its central role in providing spiritual leadership. Concluding
with a discussion of present-day political thought, W. M. Spellman explores the
return to the ancient understanding of political life as a more autonomous sphere,
and one that doesn't relate to anything beyond the physical world.

Setting the work of major and lesser-known political philosophers within its
historical context, the book offers a balanced and considered overview of the
topic, taking into account the religious values, inherited ideas and social settings
of the writers. Assuming no prior knowledge and written in a highly accessible
style, A Short History of Western Political Thought is ideal for those seeking to
develop an understanding of this fascinating and important subject.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This brief narrative survey of political thought over the past two millennia explores key ideas that have
shaped Western political traditions. Beginning with the Ancient Greeks' classical emphasis on politics as an
independent sphere of activity, the book goes on to consider the medieval and early modern Christian views
of politics and its central role in providing spiritual leadership. Concluding with a discussion of present-day
political thought, W. M. Spellman explores the return to the ancient understanding of political life as a more
autonomous sphere, and one that doesn't relate to anything beyond the physical world.

Setting the work of major and lesser-known political philosophers within its historical context, the book
offers a balanced and considered overview of the topic, taking into account the religious values, inherited
ideas and social settings of the writers. Assuming no prior knowledge and written in a highly accessible
style, A Short History of Western Political Thought is ideal for those seeking to develop an understanding of
this fascinating and important subject.

About the Author
W. M. SPELLMAN Professor of History at the University of North Carolina, Asheville, USA. He is the
author of A Concise History of the World since 1945; European Political Thought, 1600-1700 and John
Locke, all published by Palgrave Macmillan. He also co-authored The West: A Narrative History (Prentice-
Hall, USA).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for all of us. The book A Short History of Western Political Thought had been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The book A Short History of Western Political Thought is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book A Short History of Western Political
Thought. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

William Lee:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for your requirements is A Short History of Western Political Thought this e-book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.



Gina Reiter:

This A Short History of Western Political Thought is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this A Short History of Western
Political Thought can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Frances Sitz:

You can obtain this A Short History of Western Political Thought by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book.
In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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