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"Like pesky wasps buzzing circles around us, people who act as if they were the
sole expert on a subject put us on edge. In halls of learning where we least expect
to find it, in governments, in religious temples, in businesses, in marriages and
families, dogmatism is the arrogant voice of certainty that closes the mind,
damages relationships, and threatens peaceful coexistence on this planet."
—From chapter 1

In this incisive analysis of an increasingly pervasive problem, clinical
psychologist Dr. Judy J. Johnson presents a landmark theory that probes the
psychological channels of dogmatism. While other books describe the effects of
specific types of ideological extremism, a wide-angle theory of dogmatism—in
all its manifestations—has been lacking until now.
Drawing from traditional and contemporary personality theories, biopsychology,
social learning theory, Buddhism, and evolutionary psychology, Johnson
explores major influences that shape the personality trait of dogmatism. She uses
lively case studies to illustrate twelve characteristics of dogmatism, and suggests
strategies for minimizing its harmful effects in our personal lives as well as our
educational, political, and other social institutions.
Written in a clear, engaging style that is professional in tone yet accessible to a
wide audience, Johnson’s insightful work will enlighten readers on one of the
most important issues of our time.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A powerful and fascinating work that reads like a book for a general audience, but maintains all the rigor of
a serious scientific publication… I urge any reader wishing to understand why so many people (many of
whom you’ve met, or are perhaps related to) insist on replacing clear thinking with dogmatism. Ms.
Johnson’s book is a major achievement."
--Steven Goldberg, Professor Emeritus of City College, City University of New York
and author of Fads and Fallacies in The Social Sciences

"Dr. Johnson ably confronts one of the most pressing dangers of our time, dogmatic thinking in all its forms.
This important and timely examination of its roots, the processes involved, and possible societal remedies
will be interest to all who value reason, and should be required reading for anyone dealing with the many
enemies of reason on society's behalf."
--Professor James Alcock, PhD, Department of Psychology, Glendon College,
York University, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

About the Author
Judy J. Johnson (Calgary, Alberta, Canada) is professor of psychology at Mount Royal College and the
author of Suicide Intervention Program: A Group Facilitator’s Manual.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mamie Wilson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the What's So Wrong with
Being Absolutely Right: The Dangerous Nature of Dogmatic Belief is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Samuel Tapp:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
What's So Wrong with Being Absolutely Right: The Dangerous Nature of Dogmatic Belief.



Cathy Lantz:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the publication untitled What's So Wrong with Being Absolutely Right: The Dangerous Nature of
Dogmatic Belief can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Daniel England:

Beside that What's So Wrong with Being Absolutely Right: The Dangerous Nature of Dogmatic Belief in
your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have What's So Wrong with Being Absolutely Right: The
Dangerous Nature of Dogmatic Belief because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you at times have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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