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Within the Muslim world, Pakistan is a heartland of Islamic mysticism where this
"path of love" is distinctive and especially alive in its popular manifestations.
The inspirational vitality of Sufism and related forms of vernacular Islam is
reflected in the life worlds of charismatic saints and mystics who undertake a
journey to God and strive for the experience of unity with the divine. Modern
poster-portraits depicting Sufi saints and their shrines are a vivid medium of piety
and devotion. These colourful, visually fascinating and powerful prints are
particularly significant for the study of those contemporary views of the South
Asian Sufi tradition shared by the common people. Unfolding a world of
imagination, they reflect the visual aesthetics of folk art and pop art steeped in
exuberance and playfulness. Devotional pictures of Muslim saints and shrines are
similarly attractive as the much better known Hindu posters of gods and
goddesses from India. Through comprehensive documentation and analysis, this
book aims to introduce this genre of popular Sufi poster art for the first time to a
wider readership.
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Within the Muslim world, Pakistan is a heartland of Islamic mysticism where this "path of love" is
distinctive and especially alive in its popular manifestations. The inspirational vitality of Sufism and related
forms of vernacular Islam is reflected in the life worlds of charismatic saints and mystics who undertake a
journey to God and strive for the experience of unity with the divine. Modern poster-portraits depicting Sufi
saints and their shrines are a vivid medium of piety and devotion. These colourful, visually fascinating and
powerful prints are particularly significant for the study of those contemporary views of the South Asian Sufi
tradition shared by the common people. Unfolding a world of imagination, they reflect the visual aesthetics
of folk art and pop art steeped in exuberance and playfulness. Devotional pictures of Muslim saints and
shrines are similarly attractive as the much better known Hindu posters of gods and goddesses from India.
Through comprehensive documentation and analysis, this book aims to introduce this genre of popular Sufi
poster art for the first time to a wider readership.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book adds volumes to the meagre resources available about this significant aspect of Islam in Pakistan.
Saad Akhtar, Newsline The author has done a great service in bringing knowledge of these posters to a wider
audience Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, Volume 70/2

About the Author

Juergen Wasim Frembgen is Chief Curator of the Oriental Department at the Museum of Ethnology in
Munich as well as Privatdozent (Private Lecturer) in Islamic Studies at the University of Erlangen-
Nuernberg. Since 1981 he is teaching anthropology and Islamic Studies at different universities in Germany;
in addition he has been a visiting lecturer at the Quaid-i-Azam University in Islamabad (National Institute of
Pakistan Studies), the National College of Arts in Lahore and Ohio State University in Columbus. Since
1981 he annually conducts ethnographic fieldwork in Pakistan. He has published over ninety articles and
fifteen books and catalogues, many of which deal with Islam, Sufism, veneration of Muslim saints, material
culture, the anthropology of the body, social outsiders, and popular culture in the Eastern Muslim world
between Iran and India, particularly focusing on Pakistan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Williams:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Friends of
God-Sufi Saints in Islam: Popular Poster Art from Pakistan to read.

James Atkinson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Friends of God-Sufi Saints in Islam: Popular Poster Art
from Pakistan can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.



Jill Weber:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Friends of God-Sufi Saints in Islam:
Popular Poster Art from Pakistan can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Chester Brown:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending your
time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top checklist in
your reading list is actually The Friends of God-Sufi Saints in Islam: Popular Poster Art from Pakistan. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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