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Every religious tradition or metaphysical worldview involves a system of
powerful symbols, most of which bear common meanings across cultures,
continents, and time. This volume, complete with a 9th century
Quranic manuscript, explores the significance of the most recurrent symbols and
archetypes in human history and elaborates a compelling theory for why
symbolism plays such an essential role in human life. The work explores certain
basic aspects of symbolism in relation to the Divinity, the hierarchy of the
universe, the function of human faculties and qualities, the human condition,
natural objects, works of art, and the final end—all with reference to the great
living religions of the world, and in particular to Christianity and Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The quality of Lings' writing lies in his ability to express metaphysical concepts in precise and sometimes
poetic language. Symbol & Archetype challenges the discerning reader to perceive the signs of God wherever
they appear, both in the world and in ourselves." —Julian Johansen, author, Sufism and Islamic Reform in
Egypt

"One of the most important books to have appeared in the English language on symbolism considered from
the traditional and esoteric point of view." —Seyyed Hossein Nasr, author, The Heart of Islam

About the Author

Martin Lings was the author of the authorative biography Muhammad: His Life Based on the Earliest
Sources and other works on Islamic spirituality, including A Return to the Spirit, A Sufi Saint in the
Twentieth Century, and What is Sufism?

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Faria:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Symbol & Archetype: A Study of the Meaning of Existence (Quinta
Essentia series). Try to stumble through book Symbol & Archetype: A Study of the Meaning of Existence
(Quinta Essentia series) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Pauline Lipman:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Symbol & Archetype: A Study of the Meaning of Existence
(Quinta Essentia series) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge
that want to supply to you. The writer involving Symbol & Archetype: A Study of the Meaning of Existence
(Quinta Essentia series) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Symbol &
Archetype: A Study of the Meaning of Existence (Quinta Essentia series) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?



William White:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Symbol &
Archetype: A Study of the Meaning of Existence (Quinta Essentia series) suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Symbol & Archetype: A Study of the
Meaning of Existence (Quinta Essentia series)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Estella Pierre:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called
of book Symbol & Archetype: A Study of the Meaning of Existence (Quinta Essentia series). You'll be able
to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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