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An inspirational rallying call about education, race, and the true nature of
equality—the Harvard Graduate School of Education convocation speech
praised as “powerful” by Hillary Rodham Clinton in Teen Vogue and
“inspired” by Justin Timberlake

In emotionally charged spoken-word poetry, Livingston shares a message of
hope and hard truths, declaring that education can become an equalizer only if we
first acknowledge the inequality and racial divides holding back America’s
future. Livingston is dedicated to helping young people reach their celestial
potential, and in his galvanizing commencement address, now adapted for the
first time to the page, he calls on us to raise our voices on behalf of all children,
as their brighter futures can light up our own. Together, we can lift off!

Praise for Donovan Livingston

“Donovan Livingston gave a powerful speech at the Harvard Graduate School of
Education’s convocation. In a spoken-word poem, he shared his struggles in life
and urged his fellow graduates to fight inequality and inspire students. . . .
Donovan’s message hit home. . . . [He is] part of a rising generation that’s . . .
standing up to some of the biggest challenges in the world today.”—Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Teen Vogue

“These are the words, and Donovan Livingston’s voice and spirit are the music,
but in any form, this rare graduation speech tells us that learning is full of bias
yet can lead us to the stars.”—Gloria Steinem

“Donovan Livingston’s Lift Off is our youth’s gift to us. In this joyous young
man’s voice is the promise of tomorrow.”—James McBride
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Praise for Donovan Livingston

“Donovan Livingston gave a powerful speech at the Harvard Graduate School of Education’s convocation.
In a spoken-word poem, he shared his struggles in life and urged his fellow graduates to fight inequality and
inspire students. . . . Donovan’s message hit home. . . . [He is] part of a rising generation that’s . . . standing
up to some of the biggest challenges in the world today.”—Hillary Rodham Clinton, Teen Vogue

“These are the words, and Donovan Livingston’s voice and spirit are the music, but in any form, this rare
graduation speech tells us that learning is full of bias yet can lead us to the stars.”—Gloria Steinem
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for Donovan Livingston

“Donovan Livingston gave a powerful speech at the Harvard Graduate School of Education’s convocation.
In a spoken-word poem, he shared his struggles in life and urged his fellow graduates to fight inequality and
inspire students. . . . Donovan’s message hit home. . . . [He is] part of a rising generation that’s . . . standing
up to some of the biggest challenges in the world today.”—Hillary Clinton, from her Teen Vogue essay on
“What’s RIGHT with America”

“These are the words, and Donovan Livingston’s voice and spirit are the music, but in any form, this rare
graduation speech tells us that learning is full of bias yet can lead us to the stars.”—Gloria Steinem

“Donovan Livingston’s Lift Off is our youth’s gift to us. In this joyous young man’s voice is the promise of
tomorrow.”—James McBride

About the Author
Donovan Livingston is an award-winning educator and public speaker whose convocation address for the
Harvard Graduate School of Education went viral, reaching more than thirteen million views. Livingston and
his speech have been featured on CNN, NPR, BBC, and in outlets across Europe, Australia, India, and South
Africa. He holds master’s degrees from Columbia and Harvard universities and has now returned to his home
state as a doctoral candidate studying education at the University of North Carolina in Greensboro.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Lift Off: From the Classroom to the Stars.

Gail Boutwell:

The reserve untitled Lift Off: From the Classroom to the Stars is the guide that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Lift Off: From the Classroom to the Stars from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.



Lori Barnes:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Lift Off: From the Classroom to the Stars this book consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Sandra Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something
by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Lift Off:
From the Classroom to the Stars.
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