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Equal parts freedom fighter and statesman, Nelson Mandela bestrode the world
stage for the past three decades, building a legacy that places him in the pantheon
of history's most exemplary leaders.

As a foreign correspondent based in South Africa, author John Carlin had unique
access to Mandela during the post-apartheid years when Mandela faced his most
daunting obstacles and achieved his greatest triumphs. Carlin witnessed history
as Mandela was released from prison after twenty-seven years and ultimately
ascended to the presidency of his strife-torn country.

Drawing on exclusive conversations with Mandela and countless interviews with
people who were close to him, Carlin has crafted an account of a man who was
neither saint nor superman. Mandela's seismic political victories were won at the
cost of much personal unhappiness and disappointment.

Knowing Mandela offers an intimate understanding of one of the most towering
and remarkable figures of our age.
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Equal parts freedom fighter and statesman, Nelson Mandela bestrode the world stage for the past three
decades, building a legacy that places him in the pantheon of history's most exemplary leaders.

As a foreign correspondent based in South Africa, author John Carlin had unique access to Mandela during
the post-apartheid years when Mandela faced his most daunting obstacles and achieved his greatest triumphs.
Carlin witnessed history as Mandela was released from prison after twenty-seven years and ultimately
ascended to the presidency of his strife-torn country.

Drawing on exclusive conversations with Mandela and countless interviews with people who were close to
him, Carlin has crafted an account of a man who was neither saint nor superman. Mandela's seismic political
victories were won at the cost of much personal unhappiness and disappointment.

Knowing Mandela offers an intimate understanding of one of the most towering and remarkable figures of
our age.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Carlin was the first foreign correspondent to interview Mandela as president. As South
African correspondent for the London Independent, Carlin covered Mandela’s release from 27 years of
imprisonment in 1990 and spent the next five years chronicling Mandela’s presidency. The two men last met
in 2009 as Mandela’s health was failing. In this memoir, Carlin offers more than a news account of the
presidency of an extraordinary world figure. He details the personal and political struggles of a man charged
with holding together a fragile nation at the end of apartheid and coping with the heartbreak of his troubled
marriage. Behind the scenes, Mandela was as gracious as he appeared in public, taking tea in the president’s
chamber in contrast to the petty rules of apartheid, when he would have been restricted to drinking from a tin
cup. Mandela set the right tone, coping with fearful whites, angry blacks, and a political party worried that
he’d been co-opted after so many years in prison. Carlin portrays a 71-year-old man of stunning charisma,
disarming journalists, detractors, former jailers, parliamentary opponents, and world figures from Bill
Clinton to Queen Elizabeth. Written with obvious affection and admiration, this is a moving portrait of a
philosophical and visionary man who was also pragmatic enough to know that anger and revenge would
destroy South Africa. --Vanessa Bush

Review
“...an intimate remembrance by a journalist who grew to love him…Carlin offers a thoughtful tribute to this
unparalleled leader.” (Kirkus)

“[A] short, eloquent portrait…Carlin’s skill as a journalist is expertly applied and the result is a concise but
thorough look at both the flaws and triumphs of one of the world’s most renowned leaders.” (Examiner.com)

“…thoughtful blend of biography and personal encounters…Carlin’s journalistic skills and his effort to be
objective present a lively picture of a personally disciplined man of great kindness as well as a clear view of
the vast challenges facing South Africa.” (Publishers Weekly)

“…wonderful new memoir…” (Huffington Post)

About the Author

John Carlin is an acclaimed journalist and author who was the Independent's South Africa correspondent
from 1989 to 1995. He has also written for the Times, the Observer, the Sunday Times, and the New York
Times, among other publications. His previous books include Knowing Mandela and Playing the Enemy:
Nelson Mandela and the Game That Made a Nation, which is the basis for the film Invictus.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheila Cyr:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Knowing Mandela: A Personal Portrait. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book
Knowing Mandela: A Personal Portrait. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Robert Knight:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Knowing Mandela: A Personal Portrait can be good book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Manda Perez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is usually Knowing Mandela: A Personal Portrait.

Randolph Urban:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Knowing Mandela: A Personal
Portrait can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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