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Whatever happened to Bozo the Clown, to Aunt Norma, to Solomon C.
Whiskers, those television celebrities who hammed it up between cartoons and
contests during local kids' shows?

In Hi There, Boys and Girls! America's Local Children's TV Programs, Tim
Hollis tracks down the story of every known local children's TV show from
markets across the United States.

There have been many books about children's television on the networks, and
such shows as Captain Kangaroo, Howdy Doody, and Sesame Street are legends
in broadcasting.

However, the local branch of children's programming has received much less
attention. For every performer on the scale of a Captain Kangaroo or a Buffalo
Bob, there were five or six local personalities who were just as beloved by their
viewers--and sometimes even more so--since these local stars could be counted
on for appearances at stores, children's hospitals, and shopping centers, where
kids could meet them face-to-face.

Anyone over the age of thirty who grew up with a TV set will remember at least
one or two of these productions. Whether it was hosted by a cowboy character, a
clown such as the one on the many-franchised Bozo shows, a policeman, a sea
captain who showed Popeye cartoons, or one of the gentle and lovely ladies who
presided over Romper Room, these hometown stars were some of the Baby
Boomers' first friends. Although children loved them, these hard-working
performers garnered less respect from the rest of the TV industry.

Hi There, Boys and Girls! includes a capsule history of this programming from
the earliest days of radio to the early 1970s, when a combination of social
changes and broadcast regulations sent most of the hosts into retirement.

Walt Disney once observed that while there is very little adult in a child, there is
a lot of child in every adult. This book will bring back a flood of long-submerged
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memories for anyone who was a child during this golden era.
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Whatever happened to Bozo the Clown, to Aunt Norma, to Solomon C. Whiskers, those television celebrities
who hammed it up between cartoons and contests during local kids' shows?

In Hi There, Boys and Girls! America's Local Children's TV Programs, Tim Hollis tracks down the story of
every known local children's TV show from markets across the United States.

There have been many books about children's television on the networks, and such shows as Captain
Kangaroo, Howdy Doody, and Sesame Street are legends in broadcasting.

However, the local branch of children's programming has received much less attention. For every performer
on the scale of a Captain Kangaroo or a Buffalo Bob, there were five or six local personalities who were just
as beloved by their viewers--and sometimes even more so--since these local stars could be counted on for
appearances at stores, children's hospitals, and shopping centers, where kids could meet them face-to-face.

Anyone over the age of thirty who grew up with a TV set will remember at least one or two of these
productions. Whether it was hosted by a cowboy character, a clown such as the one on the many-franchised
Bozo shows, a policeman, a sea captain who showed Popeye cartoons, or one of the gentle and lovely ladies
who presided over Romper Room, these hometown stars were some of the Baby Boomers' first friends.
Although children loved them, these hard-working performers garnered less respect from the rest of the TV
industry.

Hi There, Boys and Girls! includes a capsule history of this programming from the earliest days of radio to
the early 1970s, when a combination of social changes and broadcast regulations sent most of the hosts into
retirement.

Walt Disney once observed that while there is very little adult in a child, there is a lot of child in every adult.
This book will bring back a flood of long-submerged memories for anyone who was a child during this
golden era.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
From the earliest days of television until the mid-1970s, children's programming was a staple of local TV
broadcasting in the United States. Here, Hollis (Dixie Before Disney) presents a comprehensive compendium
of information about local children's TV shows, organized by state. Capsule descriptions are provided for
individual programs and hosts in major TV markets within each state. Hollis cuts off the scope of his book at
the 1970s, when, for a variety of reasons, most local children's TV programming in the United States simply
ceased to exist. This valuable and unique reference book has only one drawback: some markets either could
not or would not cooperate with the author to provide historical information on shows, so some entries are
much shorter than others. Hollis's preface summarizes this often ignored area of broadcasting history, and an
excellent bibliography concludes the book, offering a list of additional sources of information on children's
TV. In addition, numerous vintage photographs of local TV personalities are sprinkled throughout. Highly
recommended for broadcasting and media libraries, in addition to public libraries. David M. Lisa, Wayne
P.L., NJ
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Local children's programming had its roots in radio, where it consisted mainly of storytelling by "uncle"
hosts. When TV stations started broadcasting old Westerns and syndicated cartoons, the "host" pattern
reemerged. Other genres arose: TV "school" settings, puppets, birthday parties. Romper Room and Bozo the
Clown were strong franchised children's programs produced locally. Children's programs are not well
researched, so this reference work is an initial effort in this area of popular culture.

The author sets the scene in his 20-page history, discussing local programming from its beginnings through
the early 1970s. The remainder of the volume is arranged alphabetically by state, and within each state, by
city. Each station's history of children's programming is related in a conversational style. The vast majority
of content deals with the personalities of the program hosts, including the local beginnings of national figures
such as Captain Kangaroo, Shari Lewis, and Mr. Rogers. The length of each city's entry ranges from a
quarter page to more than a dozen pages (Chicago, Los Angeles, New York). About 20 percent of the pages
include a black-and-white photo (sometimes a page away from the related text). An end-volume bibliography
lists the interviews, print, video, and Internet sources Hollis used to gather his facts.

Partly because of a lack of adequate information, coverage is spotty. Spokane, Washington, is not covered
well: no hosts (such as Cap'n Sid) identified, some stations that included children's programming (such as
KXLY) not noted, no mention of Spokane's strong German-language programs for children (which also
featured children), no mention of a popular children's talent show. Indeed, a major limitation of the work is
the almost total lack of mention of children's talent variety shows.

This work is a good start on the topic but is limited in scope. For large collections that specialize in television
or popular culture. REVWR
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From the Inside Flap
The first book to give considered focus to children’s television at the local level
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

This book untitled Hi There, Boys and Girls! America’s Local Children’s TV Programs to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Elaine Bell:

The actual book Hi There, Boys and Girls! America’s Local Children’s TV Programs has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Mary Banks:

Exactly why? Because this Hi There, Boys and Girls! America’s Local Children’s TV Programs is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Danilo Ernest:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important,
boring and can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Hi There, Boys and Girls! America’s Local Children’s
TV Programs can make you feel more interested to read.
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