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In recent years, social scientists have engaged in a deep debate over the methods
appropriate to their research. Their long reliance on passive observational
collection of information has been challenged by proponents of experimental
methods designed to precisely infer causal effects through active intervention in
the social world. Some scholars claim that field experiments represent a new gold
standard and the best way forward, while others insist that these methods carry
inherent inconsistencies, limitations, or ethical dilemmas that observational
approaches do not. This unique collection of essays by the most influential
figures on every side of this debate reveals its most important stakes and will
provide useful guidance to students and scholars in many disciplines.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An excellent book on a subject that lies at the center of current methodological debates in the social
sciences. The volume brings together many of the leading protagonists and antagonists (i.e., skeptics) of the
experimental method and in the process illustrates the strengths, and the limitations, of this powerful method.
Astute and readable. Highly recommended."—John Gerring, author of Social Science Methodology: A
Unified Framework

(John Gerring)

"Advocates and critics of experimental methods debate vigorously in this exceptionally important set of
essays.   Neither scholars nor policy makers can remain aloof from this great debate; all will be rewarded by
a close reading of this indispensable and engaging guide to the core questions of our discipline." - David
Waldner, author of State Building and Late Development
(David Waldner)

About the Author

Dawn Langan Teele is a Research Fellow at the London School of Economics and Political Science, and a
Ph.D. candidate in Political Science at Yale University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Nault:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Field Experiments and Their Critics: Essays on the Uses and Abuses of
Experimentation in the Social Sciences (The Institution for Social and Policy Studies) as your daily resource
information.

Evelyn Nay:

The actual book Field Experiments and Their Critics: Essays on the Uses and Abuses of Experimentation in
the Social Sciences (The Institution for Social and Policy Studies) has a lot details on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after



reading this book.

Frank Quintana:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Field Experiments and Their Critics:
Essays on the Uses and Abuses of Experimentation in the Social Sciences (The Institution for Social and
Policy Studies) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Norma Barnes:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Field Experiments and Their Critics: Essays on the Uses and Abuses of
Experimentation in the Social Sciences (The Institution for Social and Policy Studies) can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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