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Editorial Review

Review
"This is history written on a grand scale, a masterful treatment of one of the most complex periods of
American history." -- David Herbert Donald, "The New Republic""Eric Foner has put together this terrible
story with greater cogency and power, I believe, than has been brought to the subject heretofore. He avoids
ideological skids, freeloading hindsight, and mirages of certitude . . . Foner's book brings to distinguished
fruition one great cycle of Reconstruction historiography." -- C. Vann Woodward, "New York Review of
Books""A heroic synthesis that should dominate the field--much like C. Vann Woodward's interpretation of
the new South . . . It gives nearly equal time to all the protagonists in the Reconstruction drama and
recognizes how inextricably economic, political, social and ideological issues are bound." -- Thomas C. Holt,
"Washington Post Book World""A remarkable clarity is one of the many beauties of this book that dwells on
so many conflicts and ambiguities . . . Foner's "Reconstruction" is a smart book of enormous strengths." --
Neil Irvin Painter, "Boston Globe""Foner's book traces in rich detail the bitter course of the history of the
South's failure to adjust to the revolution that brought the Civil War. Only by tracing that history and
understanding can the region disenthrall itself even today. No book could be more timely."-- William
Kovach, "Atlanta Constitution"

From the Back Cover

From the "preeminent historian of Reconstruction" (New York Times Book Review), a newly updated AND
abridged edition of the prizewinning classic on the post–Civil War period that shaped modern America

In this updated edition of the abridged Reconstruction, Eric Foner redefines how the post-Civil War period
was viewed.

Reconstruction chronicles the way in which Americans—black and white—responded to the unprecedented
changes unleashed by the war and the end of slavery. It addresses the quest of emancipated slaves searching
for economic autonomy and equal citizenship, and describes the remodeling of Southern society, the
evolution of racial attitudes and patterns of race relations, and the emergence of a national state possessing
vastly expanded authority and committed, for a time, to the principle of equal rights for all Americans.

This "masterful treatment of one of the most complex periods of American history" (New Republic) remains
the standard work on the wrenching post-Civil War period—an era whose legacy still reverberates in the
United States today.

About the Author

Eric Foner is DeWitt Clinton Professor of History at Columbia University and the author of several books. In
2006 he received the Presidential Award for Outstanding Teaching at Columbia University. He has served as
president of the Organization of American Historians, the American Historical Association, and the Society
of American Historians. He lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Joan Cross:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled A
Short History of Reconstruction? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Ida Resler:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Short History of Reconstruction book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Beverly Hill:

This A Short History of Reconstruction is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having A Short History of
Reconstruction in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already
do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Donald Oakes:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
your requirements is A Short History of Reconstruction this reserve consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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