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Explore the enduring beauty of Japanese design through some 250 abjects,
ranging from bento boxes, calligraphy brushes, and Shoji diding doors to
Noguchi’s Akari lamp, the iconic Kikkoman soy sauce bootle, and a
modern& hyphen;day kimono designed by Issey Miyake.

Printed on craft paper and bound in the traditional Japanese style, WA features
stunning, full& hyphen;page illustrations and an introduction by MUJI art director
Kenya Hara.
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Editorial Review
Review

"...Explores the beauty, essence, and enduring impact of Japanese design... Printed on craft paper and bound
in the traditional Japanese style with a stitched spine and folded pages, the book itself isan art
masterpiece."—Chopsticks Magazine

"For those unfamiliar with the Japanese term ‘wa, it can be loosely translated to mean ‘harmony.' The
concept can be seen in many ways in Japanese culture; in this book it's defined through 250 aobjects - from a
16th century bamboo case to a 1950s | samu Noguchi table to a modern-day silk robe by Kenzo. What you
can be sure of: everything chosen for the book is beautifully designed - right down to the utilitarian
Kikkoman soy sauce bottle."—The New York Post

"I used to be a graphic designer, so | think books as objects, like Phaidon's WA: The Essence of Japanese
Design, make exceptional gifts. Intricately bound, it showcases a collection of Japanese products, from food
to ceramics."—DuJdour (Denmark)

About the Author

Rossella Menegazzo is Associate Professor of History of East Asian Art at the Universitadegli Studi of
Milan. She completed her PhD Coursein Oriental Studies at Ca' Foscari University of Venice in 2009, with a
dissertation on Japanese art history and photography. She has curated several events and exhibitionsand is
the author of numerous texts on Japanese photography, graphic design and ukiyoe. Sheisaregular
contributor to a number of national newspapers, writing articles on Japanese culture and art. Stefania Piotti
received her BA in East Asian studies from Ca Foscari University of Venice specializing in Japanese textiles
and the development of kimono design and patternsin particular. She has worked as translator and scientific
coordinator in various exhibitions on Japanese art and as editor of Italian and English publications such as
Imai. A Retrospective (Electa, 1998), Hokusai (Phaidon, 2004) and Japan Style (Phaidon, 2007).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eunice Bosse:

Within other case, little persons like to read book WA: The Essence of Japanese Design. Y ou can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant some sort of book WA:
The Essence of Japanese Design. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can
easily open abook or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.



Maryanna Kuhns:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
Asitisknown to us that book is very important usually. The book WA: The Essence of Japanese Design was
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The e-book WA: The Essence of Japanese Design is not only giving you alot more new
information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship with the book WA : The Essence of Japanese Design. Y ou never
sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

James Cooper:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is hovel. Now, why not hoping WA: The Essence of Japanese
Design that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
practice al over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react
in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for all you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you are able to pick WA: The Essence of Japanese Design become your starter.

Geraldine Bagley:

Y ou can find this WA: The Essence of Japanese Design by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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