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This remarkable book—the fruit of aimost two decades of study—tracesin
compelling fashion the changes in Western attitudes toward death and dying
from the earliest Christian times to the present day. A truly landmark study, The
Hour of Our Death reveals a pattern of gradually developing evolutionary stages
in our perceptions of life in relation to death, each stage representing a virtua
redefinition of human nature.

Starting at the very foundations of Western culture, the eminent historian Phillipe
Ariés shows how, from Graeco-Roman times through the first ten centuries of the
Common Era, death was too common to be frightening; each life was quietly
subordinated to the community, which paid its respects and then moved on. Aries
identifies the first major shift in attitude with the turn of the eleventh century
when a sense of individuality began to rise and with it, profound consequences:
death no longer meant merely the weakening of community, but rather the
destruction of self. Hence the growing fear of the afterlife, new conceptions of
the Last Judgment, and the first attempts (by Masses and other rituals) to
guarantee a better life in the next world. In the 1500s attention shifted from the
demise of the self to that of the loved one (as family supplants community), and
by the nineteenth century death comes to be viewed as simply a staging post
toward reunion in the hereafter. Finaly, Ariés shows why death has become such
an unendurable truth in our own century—how it has been nearly banished from
our daily lives—and points out what may be done to “re-tame” this secret terror.

Therichness of Ariés's source material and investigative work is breathtaking.
While exploring everything from churches, religious rituals, and graveyards
(with their often macabre headstones and monuments), to wills and testaments,
love letters, literature, paintings, diaries, town plans, crime and sanitation reports,
and grave robbing complaints, Aries ranges across Europe to Russia on the one
hand and to England and America on the other. As he sorts out the tangled
mysteries of our accumulated terrors and beliefs, we come to understand the
history—indeed the pathology—of our intellectual and psychological tensionsin
the face of death.
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This remarkable book—the fruit of amost two decades of study—tracesin compelling fashion the changes
in Western attitudes toward death and dying from the earliest Christian timesto the present day. A truly
landmark study, The Hour of Our Death reveals a pattern of gradually developing evolutionary stagesin our
perceptions of lifein relation to death, each stage representing a virtual redefinition of human nature.

Starting at the very foundations of Western culture, the eminent historian Phillipe Ariés shows how, from
Graeco-Roman times through the first ten centuries of the Common Era, death was too common to be
frightening; each life was quietly subordinated to the community, which paid its respects and then moved on.
Ariésidentifies the first mgjor shift in attitude with the turn of the eleventh century when a sense of
individuality began to rise and with it, profound consequences: death no longer meant merely the weakening
of community, but rather the destruction of self. Hence the growing fear of the afterlife, new conceptions of
the Last Judgment, and the first attempts (by Masses and other rituals) to guarantee a better life in the next
world. In the 1500s attention shifted from the demise of the self to that of the loved one (as family supplants
community), and by the nineteenth century death comesto be viewed as simply a staging post toward
reunion in the hereafter. Finaly, Ariés shows why death has become such an unendurabl e truth in our own
century—how it has been nearly banished from our daily lives—and points out what may be doneto “re-
tame” this secret terror.

Therichness of Ariés's source material and investigative work is breathtaking. While exploring everything
from churches, religious rituals, and graveyards (with their often macabre headstones and monuments), to
wills and testaments, love letters, literature, paintings, diaries, town plans, crime and sanitation reports, and
grave robbing complaints, Aries ranges across Europe to Russia on the one hand and to England and
Americaon the other. As he sorts out the tangled mysteries of our accumulated terrors and beliefs, we come
to understand the history—indeed the pathology—of our intellectual and psychological tensionsin the face
of death.
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Editorial Review
Review

“This book represents a remarkable collection of historical aphorisms. It is aclassic that should be read by all
serious students of death and dying.”—Darrell Chase, University of Memphis

“Philippe Aries has provided us with an extraordinary historical account of the perception and experience of
death and dying. . . . Thisbook . . . demands serious attention. . . . Please read this remarkable book. . . .The
book is a magnificent contribution to society.”—Journal of Religious Gerontology

“Aries has once again given us something of which probably no other historian. . . is capable: an absolutely
magnificent 1,000-year panorama of an extremely elusive, yet fundamental, human concern.”—The New
Republic

“A great work of historical reconstruction...that one immediately recognizes as seminal.”—Psychol ogy
Today

“ Aries meanders through the long, mazelike corridors of his theme like an insatiable collector, relishing
every suggestive find, taking turns at random, and spinning interpretations of everything he sees. . . . A
monument to its subject.”—The Saturday Review

“A scholarly study which is very appropriate for junior, senior, and graduate level university studentsin
courses on the sociology and history of death.”—R. Stephen Schwartz, Winona State University

“Clearly athorough, eclectic study.”—Vincent Barry, Bakersfield College
“A classic in the field of the history of dying and death.”—Nathan Kollar, St. John Fisher

“A gorgeous, amazing book that will give me many hours of education and entertainment.”—Pat Crane, San
Antonio College

“An excellent look at death as seen through the ages.”—Philip G. Patros, South Connecticut State University

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

About the Author
Philippe Ariés was an important French medievalist and historian of the family and childhood. He is aso
the author of Centuries of Childhood, which was translated into English in 1962. He died in Parisin 1984.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Roderick Donnell:

The experience that you get from The Hour of Our Death: The Classic History of Western Attitudes Toward
Death over the Last One Thousand Y ears is a more deep you looking the information that hide in the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Hour
of Our Death: The Classic History of Western Attitudes Toward Death over the Last One Thousand Y ears
giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The Hour of Our Death: The
Classic History of Western Attitudes Toward Death over the Last One Thousand Y ears instantly.

Ronald Hill:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that islook different you can read
some sort of book. It isrealy fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
24 hours aday to reading a e-book. The book The Hour of Our Death: The Classic History of Western
Attitudes Toward Death over the Last One Thousand Y earsit is rather good to read. There are alot of
individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read
this book from a smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Earl Sanders:

Exactly why? Because this The Hour of Our Death: The Classic History of Western Attitudes Toward Death
over the Last One Thousand Y earsis an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap
this but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of positive
aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | had been you | will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Allen Grimm:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students fedl that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Hour of Our Death: The Classic History of Western Attitudes Toward Death over the



Last One Thousand Y ears can make you really feel more interested to read.
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