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- What is an earthquake gown?
- Who wore eelskin masher trousers?
- What did the word "dudes" mean in the 16th century?

A Dictionary of English Costume by C. Willett Cunnington, Phillis Cunnington
and Charles Beard was originally published in 1960. A monumental achievement
and encyclopaedic in scope, it was a comprehensive catalogue of fashion terms
from the mid-medieval period up to 1900. It was reissued and updated several
times, for the last time in 1976. For decades it has served as a bible for costume
historians.

The Dictionary of Fashion History completely updates and supplements the
Cunningtons' landmark work to bring it up to the present day. Featuring
additional terms and revised definitions, this new edition represents an essential
reference for costume historians, students of fashion history, or anyone involved
in creating period costume for the theatre, film or television. It is also fascinating
reading for those simply interested in the subject.

Clear, concise, and meticulous in detail, this essential reference answers
countless questions relating to the history of dress and adornment and promises
to be a definitive guide for generations to come.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A welcome, needed update of an early landmark dictionary on dress; a must have for all who care about the
A to Z of fashion.” ?Joanne B. Eicher, Regents Professor Emerita at the University of Minnesota

“Nearly forty years on and now hard to find save in reference libraries, the volume reappears as The
Dictionary of Fashion History, skillfully enlarged and re-edited by Valerie Cumming, formerly Deputy
Director of the Museum of London. Given fresh life and thorough coverage from 1900 through the present
day, the new dictionary is once again ready to prove itself a trustworthy guide and companion to all those
interested in the absorbing study of clothing.” ?Ann Saunders, Editor of Costume 1967-2007

About the Author

Valerie Cumming is Chairman of The Costume Society, and formerly the Deputy Director and Chief Curator
at the Museum of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Wallace:

The book The Dictionary of Fashion History make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Dictionary of
Fashion History being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a
publication The Dictionary of Fashion History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Traci Daniels:

You may spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Dictionary of Fashion History is simple
bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.



Fredrick Alfred:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Dictionary of Fashion History which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Denise Rutledge:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Dictionary of Fashion History to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside
that the reserve The Dictionary of Fashion History can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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