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The Age of Improvement has long established itself as a classic of modern
historical writing. Widely read and quoted it has had a unique influence on
teaching and research.  This second edition draws on the great volume of new
research - produced by Lord Briggs amongst others, since its original publication.
The book stresses both the underlying unity and the rich variety of the age, and
raises fundamental issues about a period of crucial change in British history -
industrialisation, war, constitutional change and the attitudes of politicians
towards it, political development, and, not least, society and culture.  In the
background are the new economic powers based on the development of a coal
and iron technology; in the foreground, new social and political problems and
new ways of tackling them. The author also discusses perceptions of, and
reactions to, changing circumstances, the influence of religion and science on
national life, and changing styles in art and literature. The story ends, not with a
full stop but with a question mark. Could improvement be maintained? Could
balance and progress continue to be reconciled?
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volume of new research - produced by Lord Briggs amongst others, since its original publication. The book
stresses both the underlying unity and the rich variety of the age, and raises fundamental issues about a
period of crucial change in British history - industrialisation, war, constitutional change and the attitudes of
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new economic powers based on the development of a coal and iron technology; in the foreground, new social
and political problems and new ways of tackling them. The author also discusses perceptions of, and
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Editorial Review

Review

'An excellent account of one major aspect of English history.'
Economic History Review
"An accessible, straightforward and perceptive introduction to late Hanoverian and early Victorian British
History."Miles Taylor, King's College, London

From the Back Cover

"He takes for granted that there is only one history of England and not a basic course of political and party
history with a few side-dishes on social conditions, literature, the arts, etc."
Eric Hobsbawm, New Statesman

"An excellent account of one major aspect of English history. It is in the mingling of political and social
history so that each adds depth to the other that Professor Briggs s great strength and individuality are
found..."
Economic History Review

"The title alone is enough to recommend it"
Catholic Herald

The Age of Improvement was first published in hardback in 1959 as part of Longman s prestigious A History
of England series before being reissued in paperback in 1979. This remarkable book has long established
itself as a classic of modern historical writing. With sales now reaching almost 100,000 copies the book been
very widely read and quoted and has had a unique influence on teaching and research. Now, a further twenty
years on, the book has been thoroughly revised and updated throughout - it is sure to be welcomed by a new
generation of readers.

The Second Edition draws on the great volume of new research since the book first appeared - not least in
the now flourishing field of Victorian Studies . Lord Briggs has made his own substantial contribution to this
new research, reflected in his prodigious list of publications covering local history, history from below , the
history of cities, the history of food and drink, the history of health, and the history of things .

About the Author
ASA BRIGGS is one of the most highly respected British historians. He is the author of Victorian People,
Victorian Cities and Victorian Things. He has also written a five-volume history of broadcasting in the
United Kingdom. He was made a life peer in 1976.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jeremiah Burroughs:

This The Age of Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Age of Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) can be among
the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Age of
Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Jacquelyn Lopez:

The reserve untitled The Age of Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) is the guide that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of The Age of Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

John Hickman:

The Age of Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Age of Improvement, 1783-
1867 (2nd Edition) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Joey Mendoza:

This The Age of Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Age of
Improvement, 1783-1867 (2nd Edition) can be the light food in your case because the information inside that
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this
e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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