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The painted and relief-cut walls of ancient Egyptian tombs and temples record an
amazing continuity of customs and beliefs over nearly 3,000 years. Even the
artistic style of the scenes seems unchanging, but this appearance is deceptive. In
this work, Gay Robins offers convincing evidence, based on a study of Egyptian
usage of grid systems and proportions, that innovation and stylistic variation
played a significant role in ancient Egyptian art.

Robins thoroughly explores the squared grid systems used by the ancient artists
to proportion standing, sitting, and kneeling human figures. This investigation
yields the first chronological account of proportional variations in male and
female figures from the Early Dynastic to the Ptolemaic periods. Robins
discusses in detail the proportional changes underlying the revolutionary style
instituted during the Amarna Period. She also considers how the grid system
influenced the composition of scenes as a whole. Numerous line drawings with
superimposed grids illustrate the text.
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The painted and relief-cut walls of ancient Egyptian tombs and temples record an amazing continuity of
customs and beliefs over nearly 3,000 years. Even the artistic style of the scenes seems unchanging, but this
appearance is deceptive. In this work, Gay Robins offers convincing evidence, based on a study of Egyptian
usage of grid systems and proportions, that innovation and stylistic variation played a significant role in
ancient Egyptian art.

Robins thoroughly explores the squared grid systems used by the ancient artists to proportion standing,
sitting, and kneeling human figures. This investigation yields the first chronological account of proportional
variations in male and female figures from the Early Dynastic to the Ptolemaic periods. Robins discusses in
detail the proportional changes underlying the revolutionary style instituted during the Amarna Period. She
also considers how the grid system influenced the composition of scenes as a whole. Numerous line
drawings with superimposed grids illustrate the text.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The painted and relief-cut walls of ancient Egyptian tombs and temples record an amazing continuity of
customs and beliefs over nearly 3,000 years. Even the artistic style of the scenes seems unchanging from
century to century, but this appearance is deceptive. In this pioneering work, Gay Robins offers convincing
evidence, based on a study of Egyptian usage of grid systems and proportions, that innovation and stylistic
variation played a significant role in ancient Egyptian art. Robins provides a comprehensive account of the
squared grid systems used by ancient Egyptian artists to achieve acceptable proportions for standing, sitting,
and kneeling human figures. She traces the grid system from its Old Kingdom origins as a system of guide
lines through its development in the Middle Kingdom and continued employment into the Late and
Ptolemaic periods. She is the first author to explore its use with female figures to reflect the actual physical
differences between women and men. From this investigation, Robins offers the first chronological account
of variations in the proportions of male and female figures - an important component of style - from the
Early Dynastic Period to the Ptolemaic Period. Her study includes a detailed account of the Amarna canon of
proportions, which she discovered, that accompanied the revolutionary stylistic changes instituted by the
heretic king Akhenaton. She also considers for the first time how, in general, the use of a grid system
influenced composition as a whole. Numerous line drawings of paintings and reliefs with superimposed
grids, either derived from actual grid traces surviving on monuments, or calculated according to the systems
used by theEgyptians themselves, illustrate the text. Proportion and Style in Ancient Egyptian Art uniquely
reveals some of the principles and practices of Egyptian art that are essential to its proper understanding by
both interested lay persons and professional Egyptologists and art historians. It will be impossible for any
future study of Egyptian art to ignore the findings of this book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jill Goulet:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the
Proportion and Style in Ancient Egyptian Art is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Wendell Nadeau:

This book untitled Proportion and Style in Ancient Egyptian Art to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.



Rose Davies:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled Proportion and Style in Ancient Egyptian Art can be excellent book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Henry Stanton:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Proportion and Style in Ancient Egyptian Art offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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