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Martyrs are produced, Elizabeth Castelli suggests, not by the lived experience of
particular historical individuals but by the storiesthat are later told about them.
And the formulaic character of stories about past suffering paradoxically serves
specific theological, cultural, or political endsin the present. Martyrdom and
Memory explores the central role of persecution in the early development of
Christian ideas, institutions, and cultural forms and shows how the legacy of
Christian martyrdom plays out in today's world.

In the pre-Constantinian imperial period, the conflict between Roman imperial
powers and the subject Christian population hinged on competing interpretations
of power, submission, resistance, and victory. This book highlights how both
Roman and Christian notions of law and piety deployed the same forms of
censure and critique, each accusing the other of deviations from governing
conventions of gender, reason, and religion. Using Maurice Halbwachs's
theoretical framework of collective memory and awide range of Christian
sources?autobiographical writings, martyrologies and saintslives, sermons, art
objects, pilgrimage souvenirs, and polemics about spectacle?Castelli shows that
the writings of early Christians aimed to create public and ideologically potent
accounts of martyrdom. The martyr's story becomes a " usable past" and a"living
tradition" for Christian communities and an especially effective vehicle for
transmitting ideas about gender, power, and sanctity.

Anunlikely legacy of early Christian martyrdom is the emergence of modern
"martyr cults’ in the wake of the 1999 shootings at Columbine High Schooal.
Focusing specifically on the martyr cult associated with one of the victims,
Martyrdom and Memory argues that the Columbine story dramatically expresses
the ongoing power of collective memory constructed around a process of
rendering tragic suffering redemptive and meaningful. In the wake of Columbine
and other contemporary legacies of martyrdom's ethical ambival ence, the global
impact of Christian culture making in the early twenty-first century cannot be
ignored. For asthe last century's secularist hypothesis sitsin the wings, "religion”
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returns to center stage with one of this drama's most contentious yet riveting
stars: the martyr.
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Martyrs are produced, Elizabeth Castelli suggests, not by the lived experience of particular historical
individuals but by the stories that are later told about them. And the formulaic character of stories about past
suffering paradoxically serves specific theological, cultural, or political ends in the present. Martyrdom and
Memory explores the central role of persecution in the early development of Christian ideas, institutions, and
cultura forms and shows how the legacy of Christian martyrdom plays out in today's world.

In the pre-Constantinian imperial period, the conflict between Roman imperial powers and the subject
Christian population hinged on competing interpretations of power, submission, resistance, and victory. This
book highlights how both Roman and Christian notions of law and piety deployed the same forms of censure
and critique, each accusing the other of deviations from governing conventions of gender, reason, and
religion. Using Maurice Halbwachs's theoretical framework of collective memory and a wide range of
Christian sources?autobiographical writings, martyrologies and saintslives, sermons, art objects, pilgrimage
souvenirs, and polemics about spectacle?Castelli shows that the writings of early Christians aimed to create
public and ideologically potent accounts of martyrdom. The martyr's story becomes a "usable past" and a
"living tradition" for Christian communities and an especially effective vehicle for transmitting ideas about
gender, power, and sanctity.

An unlikely legacy of early Christian martyrdom is the emergence of modern "martyr cults" in the wake of
the 1999 shootings at Columbine High School. Focusing specifically on the martyr cult associated with one
of the victims, Martyrdom and Memory argues that the Columbine story dramatically expresses the ongoing
power of collective memory constructed around a process of rendering tragic suffering redemptive and
meaningful. In the wake of Columbine and other contemporary legacies of martyrdom's ethical ambivalence,
the global impact of Christian culture making in the early twenty-first century cannot be ignored. For as the
last century's secularist hypothesis sitsin the wings, "religion” returns to center stage with one of this drama's
most contentious yet riveting stars: the martyr.
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Editorial Review
Review

Castelli has written a masterful book about the way early Christians used martyrdom to construct a collective
memory of religious suffering.

(Choice)

Castelli succeeds brilliantly in her aim to reveal the way martyrdom constructed a new ideology... that
subverted Roman notions.

(Kimberly B. Stratton Biblical Theology Bulletin)

A required reading for anyone who studies and teaches on this problem from the past that remains
distressingly present.

(Chris Frilingos Religious Studies Review)

Castelli's stimulating and provocative study is a creative contribution to this flourishing area.
(Judith Lieu Ecclesiastical History)
Review

In probing the collective allure of the ancient atrocity, a story that both unites us and compels us to action or
ceremony, Castelli has produced the best study of martyrdom yet, with implications far beyond the world of
early Christianity.

(David Frankfurter, University of New Hampshire)

Through her meticulous and compelling analysis of the ways that narratives of martyrdom shape the
collective memory of early Christians, Castelli succeeds in raising disturbing questions about the grip of the
double-edged logic of martyrdom on contemporary political discourse.

(Jennifer Glancy, Le Moyne College)
About the Author

Elizabeth A. Castelli is associate professor of religion at Barnard College at Columbia University. Sheisthe
author of Imitating Paul: A Discourse of Power, coauthor of The Postmodern Bible, and editor of severa
books, including Women, Gender, and Religion: A Reader. She serves on the editorial board of the Journal
of the American Academy of Religion and is the editor of anew journal, Postscripts. Sacred Texts and
Contemporary Worlds. In 2003 and 2004 she was the senior research scholar at the Center for Religion and



Mediaat New Y ork University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tawny Morgenstern:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The datayou get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Martyrdom and Memory: Early Christian Culture
Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Stephan Partin:

This Martyrdom and Memory: Early Christian Culture Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) usualy are
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Martyrdom and
Memory: Early Christian Culture Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) can be one of many great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Martyrdom and
Memory: Early Christian Culture Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) forcing you to have an enormous
of experience such asrich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day action. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Terrance Bartholomew:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Martyrdom and Memory: Early
Christian Culture Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your
smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Alexandra Stafford:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Martyrdom and Memory: Early Christian
Culture Making (Gender, Theory, and Religion) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are hel ping them to increase their knowledge. In different case,
beside science book, any other book likes Martyrdom and Memory: Early Christian Culture Making



(Gender, Theory, and Religion) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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