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Texts written in Latin, Greek and other languages provide ancient historians with
their primary evidence, but the role of language as a source for understanding the
ancient world is often overlooked. Language played a key role in state-formation
and the spread of Christianity, the construction of ethnicity, and negotiating
positions of social status and group membership. Language could reinforce social
norms and shed light on taboos. This book presents an accessible account of
ways in which linguistic evidence can illuminate topics such as imperialism,
ethnicity, social mobility, religion, gender and sexuality in the ancient world,
without assuming the reader has any knowledge of Greek or Latin, or of
linguistic jargon. It describes the rise of Greek and Latin at the expense of other
languages spoken around the Mediterranean and details the social meanings of
different styles, and the attitudes of ancient speakers towards linguistic
differences.
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the role of language as a source for understanding the ancient world is often overlooked. Language played a
key role in state-formation and the spread of Christianity, the construction of ethnicity, and negotiating
positions of social status and group membership. Language could reinforce social norms and shed light on
taboos. This book presents an accessible account of ways in which linguistic evidence can illuminate topics
such as imperialism, ethnicity, social mobility, religion, gender and sexuality in the ancient world, without
assuming the reader has any knowledge of Greek or Latin, or of linguistic jargon. It describes the rise of
Greek and Latin at the expense of other languages spoken around the Mediterranean and details the social
meanings of different styles, and the attitudes of ancient speakers towards linguistic differences.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... this is a work with a clear aim and a lot of coherence; it will serve its purpose as an excellent introduction
to a vast subject."
Staffan Wahlgren, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

About the Author
James Clackson is a recognised world authority on the Indo-European language family. His research has
focused on tracking the history and relationships of the ancient languages of the Mediterranean basin and
Europe, ranging from Armenian to Volscian. His previous books include The Linguistic Relationship
between Armenian and Greek (1994), Indo-European Linguistics (2007), The Blackwell History of the Latin
Language (with G. Horrocks, 2007) and The Blackwell Companion to the Latin Language (2011). He is also
joint editor of the world's oldest journal in continuous publication devoted to languages and linguistics, The
Transactions of the Philological Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

The book Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History) gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient
History) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a book
Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History). Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Malcolm Khan:

The reserve untitled Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient
History) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Language and Society in the Greek
and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.



Diana Elliott:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the e-book untitled Language and Society in the Greek and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History)
can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Roberta Swinton:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Language and Society in the
Greek and Roman Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Language and Society in the Greek and Roman
Worlds (Key Themes in Ancient History) become your personal starter.
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