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James Merrill: Knowing Innocence reevaluates the achievement of this important
poet by showing how he takes up an old paradigm — innocence — and reinvents it
in response to new historical, scientific, and cultural developments including the
bomb, contemporary cosmology, and the question of agency. The book covers
Merrill’s full career, emphasizing the late poetry, on which there remainslittle
commentary. [lluminating both Merrill’ s relation to atradition of literary
innocence from Milton to Blake and Wordsworth to Emerson and Stevens, and
his relevance to contemporary cultural debates, the rubric of "knowing
innocence” helps us to understand his achievement. Merrill undertakes a career-
long effort to know innocence, and develops a thematic and stylistic attitude that
is both innocent and knowing, combining attitudes of wonder and hope with
reflexive wit, intellectual breadth, and an unflinching gaze at mortality. He
ultimately imagines innocence as creative agency, a capacity for imagination,
invention, and ethical responsibility. The book demonstrates how, addressing
guestions of sexual identity, childhood and memaory; atomic science, the big
bang, and black holes; environmental degradation; AIDS; and the notion of the
death of history —while honoring poetry’s essential qualities of freedom and play
— his poems perform cultural work crucial to histime and ours.
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James Merrill: Knowing Innocence reeval uates the achievement of thisimportant poet by showing how he
takes up an old paradigm — innocence — and reinvents it in response to new historical, scientific, and cultural
devel opments including the bomb, contemporary cosmology, and the question of agency. The book covers
Merrill’s full career, emphasizing the late poetry, on which there remains little commentary. Illuminating
both Merrill’ srelation to atradition of literary innocence from Milton to Blake and Wordsworth to Emerson
and Stevens, and his relevance to contemporary cultural debates, the rubric of "knowing innocence" helps us
to understand his achievement. Merrill undertakes a career-long effort to know innocence, and develops a
thematic and stylistic attitude that is both innocent and knowing, combining attitudes of wonder and hope
with reflexive wit, intellectual breadth, and an unflinching gaze at mortality. He ultimately imagines
innocence as cregtive agency, a capacity for imagination, invention, and ethical responsibility. The book
demonstrates how, addressing questions of sexual identity, childhood and memory; atomic science, the big
bang, and black holes; environmental degradation; AIDS; and the notion of the death of history —while
honoring poetry’s essential qualities of freedom and play — his poems perform cultural work crucial to his
time and ours.
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Editorial Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Danny Whittemore:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studiesin
Magjor Literary Authors) will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It isfar from make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Helen Sullivan:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you haveread is
usually James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studiesin Mgjor Literary Authors).

Tracy Zapata:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studiesin Major Literary
Authors) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Marylou Beauregard:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might haveit in e-
book way, more smple and reachable. This particular James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studiesin Major
Literary Authors) can give you alot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more



than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have James Merrill: Knowing
Innocence (Studiesin Major Literary Authors).
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