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What kind of man creates a boy who never grows up? More than 100 years after
Peter Pan first appeared on the London stage, author J. M. Barrie remains one of
the most complex and enigmatic figures in modern literature. A few facts, of
course, are widely known: Peter Pan made Barrie the richest author of his time,
and he bequeathed the royalties to the Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick
Children. He was married, but later divorced, and he was devoted to the orphaned
sons of Sylvia Llewelyn Davies, one of whom was named Peter. And then the
rumors begin--about the nature of his marriage; about his precise relationship
with the Davies boys, whose guardian he became; about the fantasies and
demons that determined his achievements.

In this brilliant biography, Lisa Chaney goes beyond the myths to discover the
fascinating, frequently misunderstood man behind the famous boy. James
Matthew Barrie was born in a village in Scotland in 1860, the ninth of 10
children of a linen-weaver and his wife. When James was six years old, his older
brother died in a skating accident, and his mother began her withdrawal into
grief. It is not an exaggeration to say that Barrie's entire life--both his
professional triumphs as a writer and his personal tragedies--led up to the
creation of Peter Pan, the play where "all children except one grow up." As Lisa
Chaney explores Barrie's own struggles to grow up, she deepens our
understanding both of his most famous character and of the complex relationship
between life and art.
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What kind of man creates a boy who never grows up? More than 100 years after Peter Pan first appeared on
the London stage, author J. M. Barrie remains one of the most complex and enigmatic figures in modern
literature. A few facts, of course, are widely known: Peter Pan made Barrie the richest author of his time,
and he bequeathed the royalties to the Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children. He was married, but
later divorced, and he was devoted to the orphaned sons of Sylvia Llewelyn Davies, one of whom was
named Peter. And then the rumors begin--about the nature of his marriage; about his precise relationship
with the Davies boys, whose guardian he became; about the fantasies and demons that determined his
achievements.

In this brilliant biography, Lisa Chaney goes beyond the myths to discover the fascinating, frequently
misunderstood man behind the famous boy. James Matthew Barrie was born in a village in Scotland in 1860,
the ninth of 10 children of a linen-weaver and his wife. When James was six years old, his older brother died
in a skating accident, and his mother began her withdrawal into grief. It is not an exaggeration to say that
Barrie's entire life--both his professional triumphs as a writer and his personal tragedies--led up to the
creation of Peter Pan, the play where "all children except one grow up." As Lisa Chaney explores Barrie's
own struggles to grow up, she deepens our understanding both of his most famous character and of the
complex relationship between life and art.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Obsessed with time and mortality, James Barrie created in Peter Pan a myth with enduring, worldwide
appeal. Chaney thoughtfully examines Barrie's inner life from childhood in Kirriemuir, Scotland, to wild,
international success. She describes young James as unexceptional, small for his age, but "cheerful enough,"
though not much was expected of him. When beloved elder brother David died accidentally, James perfected
David's mannerisms and wore his clothes to assuage his grieving mother--unsuccessfully. Even that early, he
was a natural storyteller who needed to perform and make himself visible. But when he announced he
wanted to be a writer, his parents were flabbergasted. Later, after Barrie moved to London and achieved
fame and fortune, Kirriemuir represented for him all that was good and wholesome, and he returned to it
again and again. Chaney discusses Barrie's work (many successful novels and plays), ill-fated marriage,
complex mother-son relationship, friendship with Sylvia Llewelyn Davies and her sons, and the origins and
evolution of his masterpiece so as to bring to life a most complicated, enigmatic, and melancholy man. June
Sawyers
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"An excellent new biography."
--A.S. Byatt

About the Author

LISA CHANEY has lectured and tutored in the history of art and literature, and has written for journals and
newspapers, including the Sunday Times, The Spectator and the Guardian.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Hide-and-
Seek with Angels: A Life of J. M. Barrie? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Beverly Dyar:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Hide-and-Seek with Angels: A Life of J. M.
Barrie as the daily resource information.

Tom Baptist:

Hide-and-Seek with Angels: A Life of J. M. Barrie can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Hide-and-
Seek with Angels: A Life of J. M. Barrie but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Harry Cofield:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Hide-and-Seek with Angels: A Life of J. M. Barrie
why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.
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