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Critical Thinking: An Introduction to Analytical Reading and Reasoning, Second
Edition, provides a nontechnical vocabulary and analytic apparatus that guide
students in identifying and articulating the central patterns found in reasoning
and in expository writing more generally. Understanding these patterns of
reasoning helps students to better analyze, evaluate, and construct arguments and
to more easily comprehend the full range of everyday arguments found in
ordinary journalism.

Critical Thinking, Second Edition, distinguishes itself from other texts in the
field by emphasizing analytical reading as an essential skill. It also provides
detailed coverage of argument analysis, diagnostic arguments, diagnostic
patterns, and fallacies.

Opening with two chapters on analytical reading that help students recognize
what makes reasoning explicitly different from other expository activities, the
text then presents an interrogative model of argument to guide them in the
analysis and evaluation of reasoning. This model allows a detailed articulation of
"inference to the best explanation" and gives students a view of the pervasiveness
of this form of reasoning. The author demonstrates how many common argument
types--from correlations to sampling--can be analyzed using this articulated form.
He then extends the model to deal with several predictive and normative
arguments and to display the value of the fallacy vocabulary.

Ideal for introductory courses in critical thinking, critical reasoning, informal
logic, and inductive reasoning, Critical Thinking, Second Edition, features
hundreds of exercises throughout and includes worked-out solutions and
additional exercises (without solutions) at the end of each chapter. An Instructor's
Manual--offering solutions to the text's unanswered exercises and featuring other
pedagogical aids--is available on the book's Companion Website at
www.oup.com/us/wright.
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Critical Thinking: An Introduction to Analytical Reading and Reasoning, Second Edition, provides a
nontechnical vocabulary and analytic apparatus that guide students in identifying and articulating the central
patterns found in reasoning and in expository writing more generally. Understanding these patterns of
reasoning helps students to better analyze, evaluate, and construct arguments and to more easily comprehend
the full range of everyday arguments found in ordinary journalism.

Critical Thinking, Second Edition, distinguishes itself from other texts in the field by emphasizing analytical
reading as an essential skill. It also provides detailed coverage of argument analysis, diagnostic arguments,
diagnostic patterns, and fallacies.

Opening with two chapters on analytical reading that help students recognize what makes reasoning
explicitly different from other expository activities, the text then presents an interrogative model of argument
to guide them in the analysis and evaluation of reasoning. This model allows a detailed articulation of
"inference to the best explanation" and gives students a view of the pervasiveness of this form of reasoning.
The author demonstrates how many common argument types--from correlations to sampling--can be
analyzed using this articulated form. He then extends the model to deal with several predictive and normative
arguments and to display the value of the fallacy vocabulary.

Ideal for introductory courses in critical thinking, critical reasoning, informal logic, and inductive reasoning,
Critical Thinking, Second Edition, features hundreds of exercises throughout and includes worked-out
solutions and additional exercises (without solutions) at the end of each chapter. An Instructor's Manual--
offering solutions to the text's unanswered exercises and featuring other pedagogical aids--is available on the
book's Companion Website at www.oup.com/us/wright.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is the best critical-thinking book on the market. Its strengths are its originality, thoughtfulness,
attention to scholarship in informal logic/critical thinking, focus on the importance of critical-reading skills,
and practical application to the kinds of reasoning we do every day through a remarkably careful discussion
of inference to the best explanation."--Dale Turner, Cal Poly Pomona

"I have seen students understand what they are reading and evaluate arguments in a meaningful way in
classes where this text is being used. This in itself motivates me to use it."--Sharon Crasnow, Norco College,
Riverside Community College District

"Critical Thinking constitutes a unified approach to a whole trajectory of intellectual development; that is, it
can take someone from 'able to read' all the way to 'able to think analytically and creatively about
reasoning.'"--Chris Campolo, Hendrix College

About the Author

Larry Wright is Professor of Philosophy at the University of California, Riverside, where he has taught
since 1970. He is the author of Practical Reasoning (1989), Better Reasoning: Techniques for Handling
Argument, Evidence & Abstraction (1982), and Teleological Explanations: An Etiological Analysis of Goals
and Functions (1976).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baxter:

Typically the book Critical Thinking: An Introduction to Analytical Reading and Reasoning has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Leona Ferretti:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Critical Thinking: An Introduction to Analytical



Reading and Reasoning can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Carmela Williams:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Critical Thinking: An Introduction to Analytical
Reading and Reasoning was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Critical Thinking: An Introduction to Analytical Reading and Reasoning has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Carol Hamilton:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Critical Thinking: An Introduction to Analytical Reading and
Reasoning can make you feel more interested to read.
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