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Sam Goodman, was along-time thief, fence, and quasi-1egitimate businessman.
He had a criminal career that spanned fifty years, beginning in his mid-teens and
ending with his death when he was in his mid-sixties. Confessions of a Dying
Thief is an in-depth ethnographic study of Sam and his world based on
continuous contact with him for many years, on multiple interviews with his
network of associates in crime and business, and on a series of interviews with
him shortly before he died.

The book updates and greatly expands the case study of Sam Goodman's fencing
activity found in Steffensmeier's award-winning 1986 book The Fence: In the
Shadow of Two Worlds. It combines Sam's colorful narrative accounts with
substantive commentary by the authors to provide a more nuanced portrayal of
criminal careers, illegal enterprise, and the broad landscape comprising the entity
called "crime." To more fully understand pathways into and out of crime as well
asthe social organization of illegal enterprise, the authors propose an integrative
learning-opportunity-commitment framework that combines differential
association/social learning theory and an extended conceptualization of criminal
opportunity with athree-fold theory of commitment to crime. This framework
offers an integrated and more complete way of understanding mechanisms that
underlie criminal offending and criminal careers. It aso recognizes the
complexity and scope of the criminal landscape and its embeddedness in the
fabric of the larger society, including its criminal justice system.
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Sam'sillness and death are a sobering backdrop throughout the whole book.
However, Confessionsis not just a dying thief's intimate confessions. Rather, it is
arare and penetrating journey into the dynamics of criminal careers and the
social organization of criminal enterprise, as experienced by a veteran thief and
fence and his network of key associates.
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Sam Goodman, was a long-time thief, fence, and quasi-legitimate businessman. He had a criminal career that
spanned fifty years, beginning in his mid-teens and ending with his death when he was in his mid-sixties.
Confessions of a Dying Thief is an in-depth ethnographic study of Sam and his world based on continuous
contact with him for many years, on multiple interviews with his network of associatesin crime and
business, and on a series of interviews with him shortly before he died.

The book updates and greatly expands the case study of Sam Goodman's fencing activity found in
Steffensmeier's award-winning 1986 book The Fence: In the Shadow of Two Worlds. It combines Sam's
colorful narrative accounts with substantive commentary by the authors to provide a more nuanced portrayal
of criminal careers, illegal enterprise, and the broad landscape comprising the entity called "crime." To more
fully understand pathways into and out of crime as well as the social organization of illegal enterprise, the
authors propose an integrative learning-opportunity-commitment framework that combines differential
association/social learning theory and an extended conceptualization of criminal opportunity with athree-
fold theory of commitment to crime. This framework offers an integrated and more complete way of
understanding mechanisms that underlie criminal offending and criminal careers. It also recognizesthe
complexity and scope of the criminal landscape and its embeddedness in the fabric of the larger society,
including its criminal justice system.

Sam'sillness and death are a sobering backdrop throughout the whole book. However, Confessions is not just
adying thief's intimate confessions. Rather, it is arare and penetrating journey into the dynamics of criminal
careers and the social organization of criminal enterprise, as experienced by a veteran thief and fence and his
network of key associates.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Confessions of a Dying Thief completes one of the best case studies in criminology literature. It provides a
fascinating, if sobering, first-hand account of one man’s criminal career and much material for
criminological theorizing. Students and scholars alike will find it a valuable resource.”

—Steven E. Barkan, Contemporary Sociology

"American criminology was born through a merger of theory and multiple methods that addressed the
ecology of crime, the learning of criminal behavior, and the careers of law-breakers. The 'case study' was
central to that development, filling in the qualitative personal details that illustrated the general theories that
would continue to endure into the twenty-first century. Steffensmeier and Ulmer's Confessions of a Dying
Thief should be added to the classic case studies that manage to bridge the gap between general ideasin
sociological criminology and experiences of real individualsin acomplex social world."

—Gary Jensen, Professor and Chair of Sociology, Vanderbilt University

"Confessions of a Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise by Darrell
Steffensmeier and Jeffrey T. Ulmer is an ethnographic tour de force and will become an instant classic. An
update of Steffensmeier's The Fence: In the Shadow of Two Worlds, Confessions takes usinto nearly three
decades of alife history... a case study of Sam Goodman, a fence and professional thief. The authors
skillfully relate these accounts to theory and method. This truly unique life course relationship between
subject and researcher makes for a very informative and good read. It also contributes to criminological
literature on career criminals on avery personal basis."

—Frank E. Hagan, director, Graduate Program in the Administration of Justice, Mercyhurst College

"Steffensemeier and Ulmer combine rich description and criminological imagination to illuminate the social
organization of offending and the complexity of criminal careers. Thisimportant contribution offers both a
fascinating tour of the underworld and revised understandings of crime across the life course. Confessions of
a Dying Thief isa"must read" for criminologists and ideal for use in the classroom."

—TFrancisT. Cullen, University of Cincinnati

About the Author

Jeffery T. Ulmer is an associate professor in the Department of Sociology and Crime, Law, and Justice at
Pennsylvania State University.

Darrell J. Seffensmeier is a professor in the Department of Sociology and Crime, Law, and Justice at
Pennsylvania State University.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cindy Searcy:

This Confessions of a Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Linesin
Criminology) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get
by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This specific Confessions of a Dying
Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Linesin Criminology) without we
comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Confessions of a Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Linesin
Criminology) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves come to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Confessions of a Dying Thief: Understanding
Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Linesin Criminology) having fine arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Brian Kélley:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them isthis
Confessions of a Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Linesin
Criminology).

Susan Hare:

Confessions of a Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careersand Illegal Enterprise (New Linesin
Criminology) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We al recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Confessions of a Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal
Enterprise (New Linesin Criminology) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Belinda Hamilton:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people lovesto read a book. When you learn a book
you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because



book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Confessions of
aDying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Linesin Criminology) provide
you with a new experience in examining a book.
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