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You'veread it asa biblical tale of courage. Experienceit anew asa heart-
stirring love story.

She was asimple girl faced with an impossible choice. He was a magnificent
king with alonely heart.

Their love was the divine surprise that changed the course of history.

The beloved story of Esther springsto fresh life in thisinspired novel that
vibrates with mystery, intrigue, and romance.

"Joan Wolf never failsto deliver the best!" ?Nora Roberts
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Historical fiction writer Wolf (The Road to Avalon) has turned the biblical Book of Esther, read in
synagogues on the merrymaking festival of Purim, into a novel. She maintains most of the story's primary
elements but rearranges them, invents a bit, and changes several attributes of the characters. The hero,
Mordecai, appears as Esther's uncle rather than her cousin, as he wasin the original biblical tale. More
importantly, she reimagines King Ahasuerus, who was originally based on the historical Xerxes, son of
Darius and grandson of Cyrus the Great, and makes him the fictional praiseworthy character. The real
Xerxeswas actually arbitrary and brutal. In Wolf's novel, he plays a minor role as Ahasuerus's brother. Some
things don't change. The villain, Haman, who is booed and jeered when his name is mentioned in synagogue
readings, isjust as nasty a person in the novel asheisinthe biblical story. In both, he receives hisjust
desserts. Wolf has succeeded in tidying up the biblical account, reconstructing its people and events while
preserving its essential elements and producing an attractive love story. Readers can decide for themselves
which version they prefer. (June)

Review

Wolf's latest gives readers awonderful glimpse into the life of Queen Esther. Readers will enjoy getting to
know her as awoman beset with political ambition and family rivalries. While this novel doesn't completely
follow the biblical story, readers will till enjoy this Cinderellatale cometo life. (**** Rating) -- Romantic
Times

About the Author

Joan Wolf was born in New Y ork City but has lived most of her adult life in Connecticut with her husband,
two children, and numerous pets. She's the author of A Reluctant Queen and The Road to Avalon lauded as
"historical fiction at its finest" by Publisher's Weekly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Shannon Batiste:

The book A Reluctant Queen: The Love Story of Esther gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book A
Reluctant Queen: The Love Story of Esther to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou may
know everything if you like open and read abook A Reluctant Queen: The Love Story of Esther. Kinds of
book are several. It meansthat, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about
this guide?

Raymond Bailey:

Reading a book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new



details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of waysto share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especialy fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A
Reluctant Queen: The Love Story of Esther, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Micah Best:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read a book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
al day every day to reading abook. The book A Reluctant Queen: The Love Story of Esther it is quite good
to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Alice Billups:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide A Reluctant Queen: The Love Story of Esther wasfilled in relation
to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to
read areserve. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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