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Now in a new edition, this unique interactive introduction to the study of
phonetics shows students how to examine the entire range of human sounds
through a series of 124 introspective experiments carried out in their own vocal
tracts. It systematically covers all types of speech modification (breath, voice,
whisper, creak), articulation (the ways in which the air stream is finally
modulated to generate specific types of sound), and prosodic features (stress,
syllable, tone, intonation). This text also includes a chapter on sound systems--
the ways in which particular languages utilize and systematize the universal
sound-producing potential of humans. By actually articulating sounds and
attending to the motor sensations they produce, readers acquire a deep, personal
awareness of the principles of phonetic analysis and classification.
This second edition of A Practical Introduction to Phonetics features a new
format and text design; updated use of phonetic symbols in line with the latest
International Phonetic Alphabet Chart (1996); a revised further reading section
that includes recent publications; and additional references to several important
new publications. Informed throughout by recent research in aerodynamics and
acoustics, this highly practical text is ideal for courses in introduction to
phonetics and will be of interest to a wide range of students and teachers of
languages, linguistics, speech therapy, and anthropology.
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Now in a new edition, this unique interactive introduction to the study of phonetics shows students how to
examine the entire range of human sounds through a series of 124 introspective experiments carried out in
their own vocal tracts. It systematically covers all types of speech modification (breath, voice, whisper,
creak), articulation (the ways in which the air stream is finally modulated to generate specific types of
sound), and prosodic features (stress, syllable, tone, intonation). This text also includes a chapter on sound
systems--the ways in which particular languages utilize and systematize the universal sound-producing
potential of humans. By actually articulating sounds and attending to the motor sensations they produce,
readers acquire a deep, personal awareness of the principles of phonetic analysis and classification.
This second edition of A Practical Introduction to Phonetics features a new format and text design; updated
use of phonetic symbols in line with the latest International Phonetic Alphabet Chart (1996); a revised
further reading section that includes recent publications; and additional references to several important new
publications. Informed throughout by recent research in aerodynamics and acoustics, this highly practical
text is ideal for courses in introduction to phonetics and will be of interest to a wide range of students and
teachers of languages, linguistics, speech therapy, and anthropology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[A]n introduction to general phonetics that integrates the articulatory and the acoustic aspects of the subject
in a way that few other introductory works do; that gives a comprehensive view of the whole
subject."--Kritikon Litterarum (on the previous edition)

About the Author

J. C. Catford is Professor Emeritus of Linguistics at the University of Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Shrader:

The actual book A Practical Introduction to Phonetics (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Clifford Roselli:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is A Practical Introduction to Phonetics (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics).

Lorraine Bryant:

The book untitled A Practical Introduction to Phonetics (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy
to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written
by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.



Rosa Felton:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you is A
Practical Introduction to Phonetics (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) this book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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