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Here, in one impressively illustrated volume, leading scholars offer compelling
glimpses into the biblical world, the world in which prophets, poets, sages, and
historians created one of our most important texts--the Bible.

For more than a century, archeologists have been unearthing the tombs, temples,
texts, and artifacts of the ancient Near East and the Mediterranean world. Using
new approaches, contemporary scholars have begun to synthesize this material
with the biblical traditions. The Oxford History of the Biblical World incorporates
the best of this scholarship, and in chronologically ordered chapters presents the
reader with areadable and integrated study of the history, art, architecture,
languages, literatures, and religion of biblical Israel and early Judaism and
Christianity in their larger cultura contexts. The authors also examine such
issues as the roles of women, the tensions between urban and rural settings, royal
and kinship socia structures, and official and popular religions of the region.
Readers will find that 200 photographs, line drawings, and maps as well as an
insert containing 25 color photographs vividly illustrate the history discussed.
Understanding the biblical world isavital part of understanding the Bible. Broad,
authoritative, and visually engaging, The Oxford History of the Biblical World
will illuminate for any reader the ancient world from which the Bible emerged.
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Here, in oneimpressively illustrated volume, leading scholars offer compelling glimpses into the biblical
world, the world in which prophets, poets, sages, and historians created one of our most important texts--the
Bible.

For more than a century, archeol ogists have been unearthing the tombs, temples, texts, and artifacts of the
ancient Near East and the Mediterranean world. Using new approaches, contemporary scholars have begun
to synthesize this material with the biblical traditions. The Oxford History of the Biblical World incorporates
the best of this scholarship, and in chronologically ordered chapters presents the reader with a readable and
integrated study of the history, art, architecture, languages, literatures, and religion of biblical Israel and
early Judaism and Christianity in their larger cultural contexts. The authors also examine such issues as the
roles of women, the tensions between urban and rural settings, royal and kinship social structures, and
official and popular religions of the region. Readers will find that 200 photographs, line drawings, and maps
aswell as an insert containing 25 color photographs vividly illustrate the history discussed.

Understanding the biblical world isavital part of understanding the Bible. Broad, authoritative, and visually
engaging, The Oxford History of the Biblical World will illuminate for any reader the ancient world from
which the Bible emerged.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Coogan (religious studies, Stonehill Coll.) has assembled a dozen scholars with impressive credentialsin
ancient Near Eastern studies to assist him in creating this work of immense scope. These contributors bring
varied perspectivesto their work as they draw from new primary and secondary sources based on recent
archaeological excavations (often their own) and on trandlations of texts such as the Dead Sea Scralls.
Organized chronologically, the essays explore the many cultures of ancient Canaan, Israel, Judea, and
Palestine from 10,000 B.C.E. to the rise of Islam in the seventh century C.E. lllustrations, maps, charts,
chronologies, and bibliographies enhance the uniformly well-written essays. But the strengths of the work
areits currency and breadth of coverage and perspective. Appropriate for all libraries with collectionsin
religion or Near Eastern studies, and of particular interest to students of biblical history and archaeology.
[For another book edited by Coogan, see The Illustrated Guide to World Religions, reviewed on p.
72.7?Ed.]?LindaV. Carlisle, Southern Illinois Univ., Edwardsvill.

-?Linda V. Carlisle, Southern Illinois Univ., Edwardsville

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"The Oxford History of the Biblical World isfirst-class. It merits the highest praise for the best one-volume
work on the Biblical World in the world. It coversthe vast sweep of the biblical story with great economy in
wordage, but misses nothing of importance."--David Noel Freedman, Department of History, University of
Cdlifornia, San Diego

"The book is excellent from every point of view."--Philip J. King, Boston College

About the Author

Michael D. Coogan received a Ph.D. in Near Eastern languages and literatures from Harvard University. He
has excavated in Israel, Jordan, Cyprus, and Egypt. The coeditor of The Oxford Companion to the Bible and
author of many other books and publications, heis currently director of publications for the Harvard Semitic
Museum and professor of religious studies at Stonehill College in Easton, Massachusetts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dolores Wade:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one would



work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take The Oxford History of the Biblical World as the daily resource information.

Dan Fry:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The Oxford
History of the Biblical World suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in thisera. The
actual book untitled The Oxford History of the Biblical Worldis the one of several books this everyone read
now. Thiskind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will giveyou a
wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Ronald Folk:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more ssimple and reachable. This kind of The Oxford History of the Biblical World can give you alot of
pals because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have The Oxford History of the Biblical World.

M elissa Cox:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. Aswe know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book The Oxford History of the Biblical World we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The Oxford History of the Biblical World. You
can more pleasing than now.
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