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The team behind the New York Times bestseller The Book of General Ignorance
turns conventional biography on its head—and shakes out the good stuff.
 
Following their Herculean—or is it Sisyphean?—efforts to save the living from
ignorance, the two wittiest Johns in the English language turn their attention to
the dead.
 
As the authors themselves say, “The first thing that strikes you about the Dead is
just how many of them there are.” Helpfully, Lloyd and Mitchinson have
employed a simple—but ruthless—criterion for inclusion: the dead person has to
be interesting.
 
Here, then, is a dictionary of the dead, an encyclopedia of the embalmed.
Ludicrous in scope, whimsical in its arrangement, this wildly entertaining tome
presents pithy and provocative biographies of the no-longer-living from the
famous to the undeservedly and—until now—permanently obscure. Spades in
hand, Lloyd and Mitchinson have dug up everything embarrassing, fascinating,
and downright weird about their subjects’ lives and added their own uniquely
irreverent observations.
 
Organized by capricious categories—such as dead people who died virgins, who
kept pet monkeys, who lost limbs, whose corpses refused to stay put—the dearly
departed, from the inventor of the stove to a cross-dressing, bear-baiting female
gangster finally receive the epitaphs they truly deserve.
 
Discover:

* Why Freud had a lifelong fear of trains
* The one thing that really made Isaac Newton laugh
* How Catherine the Great really died (no horse was involved)
 
Much like the country doctor who cured smallpox (he’s in here), Lloyd and
Mitchinson have the perfect antidote for anyone out there dying of boredom. The
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Book of the Dead—like life itself—is hilarious, tragic, bizarre, and amazing. You
may never pass a graveyard again without chuckling.
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The team behind the New York Times bestseller The Book of General Ignorance turns conventional
biography on its head—and shakes out the good stuff.
 
Following their Herculean—or is it Sisyphean?—efforts to save the living from ignorance, the two wittiest
Johns in the English language turn their attention to the dead.
 
As the authors themselves say, “The first thing that strikes you about the Dead is just how many of them
there are.” Helpfully, Lloyd and Mitchinson have employed a simple—but ruthless—criterion for inclusion:
the dead person has to be interesting.
 
Here, then, is a dictionary of the dead, an encyclopedia of the embalmed. Ludicrous in scope, whimsical in
its arrangement, this wildly entertaining tome presents pithy and provocative biographies of the no-longer-
living from the famous to the undeservedly and—until now—permanently obscure. Spades in hand, Lloyd
and Mitchinson have dug up everything embarrassing, fascinating, and downright weird about their subjects’
lives and added their own uniquely irreverent observations.
 
Organized by capricious categories—such as dead people who died virgins, who kept pet monkeys, who lost
limbs, whose corpses refused to stay put—the dearly departed, from the inventor of the stove to a cross-
dressing, bear-baiting female gangster finally receive the epitaphs they truly deserve.
 
Discover:

* Why Freud had a lifelong fear of trains
* The one thing that really made Isaac Newton laugh
* How Catherine the Great really died (no horse was involved)
 
Much like the country doctor who cured smallpox (he’s in here), Lloyd and Mitchinson have the perfect
antidote for anyone out there dying of boredom. The Book of the Dead—like life itself—is hilarious, tragic,
bizarre, and amazing. You may never pass a graveyard again without chuckling.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this biographical miscellany, British authors Lloyd and Mitchinson scan the lives of "three score and
eight" historical figures ranging from the world famous (Marx, Freud, Alexander the Great) to the forgotten
(Mary Seacole, Titus Oates, Archibald Belaney). The authors' aim with these capsule sketches is to provide
material about their subjects that "their official biographers would have unquestionably left out." This means
sex, of course, but also includes mental illness, hearsay, and just plain bad taste. As the average sketch runs
about four pages, there is not much opportunity for depth. The authors' combat this through prurience, glib
psychologizing, and by linking their subjects thematically: Leonardo da Vinci and Lord Byron are in the
same section because they had "a bad start in life," while Genghis Khan and Robert Peary were "driven";
they also discuss the sexual proclivities of H.G. Wells and Catherine the Great. As the biographies are all
crammed so closely together, they quickly begin to blur into one another.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Trivia buffs and know-it-alls alike will exult to find so much repeatable wisdom gathered in one place.”
—New York Times
 
“Eye-watering, eyebrow-raising, terrific . . . moving slightly faster than your brain does, so that you haven’t
quite absorbed the full import of one blissful item of trivial information before two or three more come
along.”
—Daily Mail (UK)
 
“Lloyd and Mitchinson dare to ask questions I stopped asking when I supposedly learned to know better.”
—Associated Press
 
“Dead Good.”
—Stephen Fry

About the Author
JOHN LLOYD has a broadcasting background. As a radio producer he devised The News Quiz and To the
Manor Born before moving to television to start Not the Nine O’Clock News, Spitting Image, and
Blackadder. Like the philosopher William James, he thinks there are only three important things in life: “The
first is to be kind. The second is to be kind. And the third is to be kind.”
 
JOHN MITCHINSON is from the world of books. The original marketing director of Waterstone’s, he
became managing director of Cassell, where he published The Beatles, Michael Palin and Brewer’s
Dictionary of Phrase and Fable. He’s with Einstein: “There are only two ways to live your life. One is as
though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle.”
 
The cult TV panel show QI first aired on the BBC in September 2003 with John Lloyd producing and John
Mitchinson in charge of the research.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

The Book of the Dead: Lives of the Justly Famous and the Undeservedly Obscure can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Book of the
Dead: Lives of the Justly Famous and the Undeservedly Obscure although doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Jerry Brock:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is The Book of the Dead: Lives of the Justly Famous and the Undeservedly Obscure this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book
suited all of you.

Elnora Perry:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Book of the Dead: Lives of the
Justly Famous and the Undeservedly Obscure which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.

Rick Beard:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication The Book of the Dead: Lives of the Justly Famous and the
Undeservedly Obscure was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book which you wanted.
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