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When the Wehrmacht rolled into the Soviet Union in World War |1, it got more
than it bargained for. Notwithstanding the Red Army's retreat, Soviet citizens
fought fiercely against German occupiers, engaging in raids, sabotage, and
intelligence gathering largely without any oversight from Stalin and hisiron-
fisted rule.

Kenneth Slepyan provides an enlightening social and political history of the
Soviet partisan movement, a people's army of irregulars fighting behind enemy
lines. These insurgents included not only civilians-many of them women-but also
stranded Red Army soldiers, national minorities, and even former collaborators.
While others have documented the military contributions of the movement,
Slepyan isthefirst to describe it as a social phenomenon and to reveal how its
members were both challenged and transformed by the crucible of war.

By tracing the movement's origins, internal squabbles, and evolution throughout
the war, Slepyan shows that people who suddenly had the autonomy to act on
their own came to rethink the Stalinist regime. He assesses how partisan initiative
and self-reliance competed with and countered the demands of state control and
how social identities influenced relations among partisans, as well as between
partisans and Soviet authorities.

Slepyan has tapped newly opened Soviet archives, as well as wartime radio
broadcasts and Communist Party publications and memoirs, to depict the
partisans as agents actively pursuing their own agendas. His book gives usa
picture of their day-to-day struggle that was previously unknown to all but those
few who personally survived the experience, paying special attention to questions
of nationality, ethnicity, and gender to illuminate the sociopolitical relations
within this diverse group. Through these varied accounts, he demonstrates that
Soviet citizens reinterpreted Stalinism and the Soviet experience in the context of
total war.

Offering numerous fresh insights into the partisans' multifaceted relationship
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with the state, Slepyan’s book reveal's the ways in which the war simultaneously
reinforced and undermined both Stalinism and the Soviet system. Ultimately, his
study rescues the Soviet partisans from obscurity to depict the complexity of their
lives and underscore their vital contributions to the defense of their homeland.
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When the Wehrmacht rolled into the Soviet Union in World War |1, it got more than it bargained for.
Notwithstanding the Red Army's retreat, Soviet citizens fought fiercely against German occupiers, engaging
in raids, sabotage, and intelligence gathering largely without any oversight from Stalin and hisiron-fisted
rule.

Kenneth Slepyan provides an enlightening social and political history of the Soviet partisan movement, a
people's army of irregulars fighting behind enemy lines. These insurgentsincluded not only civilians-many
of them women-but also stranded Red Army soldiers, national minorities, and even former collaborators.
While others have documented the military contributions of the movement, Slepyan is the first to describe it
asasocia phenomenon and to reveal how its members were both challenged and transformed by the crucible
of war.

By tracing the movement's origins, internal squabbles, and evolution throughout the war, Slepyan shows that
people who suddenly had the autonomy to act on their own came to rethink the Stalinist regime. He assesses
how partisan initiative and self-reliance competed with and countered the demands of state control and how
social identities influenced relations among partisans, as well as between partisans and Soviet authorities.

Slepyan has tapped newly opened Soviet archives, as well as wartime radio broadcasts and Communist Party
publications and memoirs, to depict the partisans as agents actively pursuing their own agendas. His book
gives us a picture of their day-to-day struggle that was previously unknown to al but those few who
personally survived the experience, paying special attention to questions of nationality, ethnicity, and gender
to illuminate the sociopolitical relations within this diverse group. Through these varied accounts, he
demonstrates that Soviet citizens reinterpreted Stalinism and the Soviet experience in the context of total
war.

Offering numerous fresh insights into the partisans' multifaceted relationship with the state, Slepyan's book
reveals the ways in which the war ssmultaneously reinforced and undermined both Stalinism and the Soviet
system. Ultimately, his study rescues the Soviet partisans from obscurity to depict the complexity of their
lives and underscore their vital contributions to the defense of their homeland.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Characterized by sound scholarship, clarity, and acute attention to detail, Ellis' s work adds substantially to
our understanding of the Battle of Stalingrad and the travails of the troops who fought, suffered, and often
perished in the fighting.”—David M. Glantz, author of The Stalingrad Trilogy “Ellis has uncovered a
number of previously unavailable or neglected sources that offer valuable insight into the daily struggles for
survival in the Stalingrad cauldron.”—Stephen G. Fritz, author of Ostkrieg: Hitler’s War of Extermination
in the East “ A fascinating and essential volume for all students of the Eastern Front.”—Robert M. Citino,
author of The Wehrmacht Retreats: Fighting a Losing War, 1943

From the Back Cover

"By far the most accurate, comprehensive, and perceptive political and social history of the Soviet Partisan
Movement during the Second World War. Clear, cogent, and articulate, it will undoubtedly become the
standard work initsfield."--David M. Glantz, author of Colossus Reborn: The Red Army at War, 1941-1943

"Opens a new window on Soviet politics and society by describing the contests over identity, citizenship,
masculinity, and nation.”--Mark von Hagen, author of Soldiersin the Proletarian Dictatorship: The Red
Army and the Soviet Socialist State, 1917-1930

"Brilliantly researched and superbly written, this book is a stunning achievement that promises to become an
instant classic.”--Jeffrey Burds, author of Peasant Dreams and Market Politics. Labor Migration and the
Russian Village, 1861-1905

About the Author
Kenneth Slepyan is professor of history and chair of the Social Sciences Division at Transylvania University
in Lexington, Kentucky.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Raul Joyner:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the ideafor a
whileisreading. Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you thiskind of Stalin's
Guerrillas: Soviet Partisansin World War |1 (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) book
as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.



Calvin Lee

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different
you can read any book. It isrealy fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
long to reading areserve. The book Stalin's Guerrillas: Soviet Partisansin World War I (Modern War
Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of
individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Lula Day:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Stalin's Guerrillas: Soviet Partisansin World War |1 (Modern War Studies) (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word writtenin a
publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The
Stalin's Guerrillas: Soviet Partisansin World War |1 (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
factsfor your better lifein thisera. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Elaine Sitz:

Beside this specific Stalin's Guerrillas: Soviet Partisansin World War |1 (Modern War Studies) (Modern
War Studies (Hardcover)) in your phone, it might give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or data.
The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Stalin's Guerrillas: Soviet
Partisans in World War 11 (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) because this book
offersfor you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book aswell asread it
from right now!
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