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In film imagery, urban spaces show up not only as spatial settings of a story, but
also as projected ideas and forms that aim to recreate and capture the spirit of
cultures, societies and epochs. Some cinematic cities have even managed to
transcend fiction to become part of modern collective memory. Can we imagine a
futuristic city not inspired at least remotely by Fritz Lang’s Metropolis? In the
same way, ancient Babylon, Troy and Rome can hardly be shaped in popular
imagination without conscious or subconscious references to the striking visions
of Griffiths’ Intolerance, Petersen’s Troy and Scott’s Gladiator, to mention only
a few influential examples. Imagining Ancient Cities in Film explores for the first
time in scholarship film representations of cities of the Ancient World from early
cinema to the 21st century.

The volume analyzes the different choices made by filmmakers, art designers and
screen writers to recreate ancient urban spaces as more or less convincing
settings of mythical and historical events. In looking behind and beyond intended
archaeological accuracy, symbolic fantasy, primitivism, exoticism and
Hollywood-esque monumentality, this volume pays particular attention to the
depiction of cities as faces of ancient civilizations, but also as containers of moral
ideas and cultural fashions deeply rooted in the contemporary zeitgeist and in
continuously revisited traditions.
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In film imagery, urban spaces show up not only as spatial settings of a story, but also as projected ideas and
forms that aim to recreate and capture the spirit of cultures, societies and epochs. Some cinematic cities have
even managed to transcend fiction to become part of modern collective memory. Can we imagine a futuristic
city not inspired at least remotely by Fritz Lang’s Metropolis? In the same way, ancient Babylon, Troy and
Rome can hardly be shaped in popular imagination without conscious or subconscious references to the
striking visions of Griffiths’ Intolerance, Petersen’s Troy and Scott’s Gladiator, to mention only a few
influential examples. Imagining Ancient Cities in Film explores for the first time in scholarship film
representations of cities of the Ancient World from early cinema to the 21st century.

The volume analyzes the different choices made by filmmakers, art designers and screen writers to recreate
ancient urban spaces as more or less convincing settings of mythical and historical events. In looking behind
and beyond intended archaeological accuracy, symbolic fantasy, primitivism, exoticism and Hollywood-
esque monumentality, this volume pays particular attention to the depiction of cities as faces of ancient
civilizations, but also as containers of moral ideas and cultural fashions deeply rooted in the contemporary
zeitgeist and in continuously revisited traditions.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Charting a century and more of film and television, this adventurous and timely critical survey will
be an invaluable companion for anyone interested in how, and why, modern cultures represent the
ancient world in the ways that they do." – Gideon Nisbet, University of Birmingham, UK

About the Author

Óscar Lapeña Marchena is a Lecturer in Ancient History at the Universidad de Cádiz, Spain. He
specialises in the peplum genre and has worked extensively on topics such as Spartacus, Alexander, the
ancient city and the Roman Republic in cinema. Among his publications are the monographs El mito de
Espartaco: de Capua a Hollywood (2007) and Guida al cinema peplum / Sword and Sandal Movie Guide
(2009 and 2012).

Marta García Morcillo is a Senior Lecturer in Ancient History at the University of Roehampton, UK. Her
research interests are Roman economic history and antiquity in film and visual culture. She has coedited
Hellas on Screen (2008) and Seduction and Power: Antiquity in the Visual and Performing Arts (2013).

Pauline Hanesworth is an Academic Development Officer at the Higher Education Academy and an
Independent Researcher. She specialises in Archaic and Classical Greek myth and religion, and their
receptions in the modern worlds. She has published on both as well as on Athens in Central-Eastern
European Film.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

The experience that you get from Imagining Ancient Cities in Film: From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge
Studies in Ancient History) will be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words
the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Imagining Ancient Cities in Film: From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Imagining Ancient Cities in
Film: From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) instantly.

Thomas Fleischmann:

This book untitled Imagining Ancient Cities in Film: From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge Studies in



Ancient History) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this guide from your list.

Catherine Benavidez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a reserve. The book Imagining Ancient Cities in Film: From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge
Studies in Ancient History) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Cedric Barnett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Imagining Ancient Cities in Film:
From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still skepticism Imagining Ancient Cities in Film: From Babylon to Cinecittà (Routledge
Studies in Ancient History) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.
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