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A. A. Gill is one of the most feared writers in London, noted--according to the
New York Times--for his"rapier wit." Some even consider the mere assignment
of asubject to Gill ahostile act. But when the notice"AA GILL ISAWAY" runs
in the Sunday Times of London, the city can rest peacefully in the knowledge that
the writer is off traveling.

"My editor asked me what | wanted from journalism and | said the first thing that
cameinto my head--1'd like to interview places. To treat a place asif it were a
person, to go and listen to it, ask it questions, observe it the way you would
interview a politician or a pop star,” Gill writes.

Upon hisreturn, readers are treated to an account of his vacations to places like
famine-stricken Sudan, the pornography studios of California's San Fernando
Valley, the dying Aral Sea or the seedy parts of Kaliningrad.

Theresult is one of the most fascinating, stylish and irreverent collections of
travel writing.
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A. A. Gill is one of the most feared writers in London, noted--according to the New York Times--for his
"rapier wit." Some even consider the mere assignment of a subject to Gill a hostile act. But when the notice
"AA GILL ISAWAY™" runsin the Sunday Times of London, the city can rest peacefully in the knowledge
that the writer is off traveling.

"My editor asked me what | wanted from journalism and | said the first thing that came into my head--1'd like
tointerview places. To treat aplace asif it were a person, to go and listen to it, ask it questions, observe it
the way you would interview a politician or apop star," Gill writes.

Upon hisreturn, readers are treated to an account of his vacations to places like famine-stricken Sudan, the
pornography studios of California's San Fernando Valley, the dying Aral Seaor the seedy parts of
Kaliningrad.

Theresult is one of the most fascinating, stylish and irreverent collections of travel writing.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Imagine Evelyn Waugh reborn as one of Nick Hornby's endearingly superficial protagonists, and you have
London's Sunday Times television and restaurant critic Gill: droll, astute, irritable, irritating and always
cleaver-sharp. Moving from Hiroshimato Kyoto, Gill carps about the Japanese, with their ways that differ
greatly from Gill's own, being "the people that aliens might be if they'd learnt Human by correspondence
course and wanted to slip in unnoticed." He barnstorms through Ethiopia, Russia, Argentina and elsewhere
before heading home to England. The anthology of travel essays opens with arguably Gill's finest
section—on Sudan, whose current horrors make his root-cause impressions from 1998 required
reading—arguing how even those who care about mass suffering are "protected by the one-way mirror of
news." In Los Angeles, he makes a porn film: life on the set teaches him argot like "kung fu death grip" and
some unusua uses for pineapples. Compilations inevitably draw episodes against one another, and this oneis
no different. Yet it maintains a high batting average from start to finish. Gill's aim isn't always on (only a Brit
would search for authentic barbecue in California), but usually it's his bald foreignness that makes him such
askilled marksman. That, and the fact that he himself is such an original.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* A self-described "mongrel Scot"--part English, part Indian, born in Edinburgh--Gill has
here collected 21 essays (dating from 1995 to 2001), presumably from hiswork as a columnist for the
Sunday Times of London, "AA Gill Is Away" being the notice the paper runs when Gill is out on assignment.
His interests are omnivorous and take him places as diverse as Sudan, India, Cuba, Bethlehem, Japan, and
even the San Fernando Valley, where the author helped create a porn film. Gill can be mischievoudy funny,
as when he describes Westerners who do yoga in India as exercise, "which is a bit like walking the Stations
of the Cross as aerobics.” Y et he can write with the most penetrating tenderness and humility, as when he
shares his visit to the most destitute part of Sudan: "It is hot staring at the face of starvation that thuds like a
blow to your heart, it is having starvation stare back at you." Thisisnot conventional travel writing--not that
of the newspaper travel section, or even that of such classic writers as Simon Winchester, Pico lyer, and Jan
Morris (see By the Seat of My Pants, reviewed on p.24). It somehow feels more interactive, riskier, and
more enduring. Alan Moores

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"A. A. Gill givesusahighly personalized and thrilling romp through the world's wild side.”
--Christiane Amanpour, CNN

"Thisis passionate, funny, heartfelt, superbly crafted writing on places and things he clearly feels strongly
about...I'm aways happy when A. A. Gill is'away."
--Anthony Bourdain, author of Kitchen Confidential

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Jerry Hernandez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take awalk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible AA
Gill isAway? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Therese Watson:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this AA Gill is
Away, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading areserve.

JamesVera:

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This AA Gill is Away is simpleto develop
you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can
save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Geneva Ricks:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromit. It
isidentified as of book AA Gill is Away. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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