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First published in 1950, thisisa brilliant novel by one of the greats of Latin
American literature

“Onetti's novels ar ethe corner stones of our modernity.” —Carlos Fuentes

“The Graham Greene of Uruguay...foreshadowing the work of Beckett and
Camus.”—Sunday Telegraph

“When you see that someone can write so well, it makes you want to believe that
things can't be so bad in thisworld.”—Mario VargasLlosa

“Latin American literature has few secrets to divulge to the English-speaking
world; but one of them is the Uruguayan novelist Juan Carlos Onetti.”—The
Guardian (UK)

In A Brief Life, Juan Carlos Onetti's protagonist, Brausen, is caring for hiswife
after along illness. To compensate for the physical void which temporarily stalls
their caresses, Brausen eavesdrops on the conversation of his neighbors, a
husband and wife, imagining their gestures and their expressions.

But he not only wishes to imagine himself as someone else, he also seeks release
from the world he knows. He leads many lives, somereal and some fantastic, in
order to experience a moment of psychic weightlessness—a*“ brief life.”

Juan Carlos Onetti is acknowledged as one of the great Latin American writers
of the twentieth century. His best-known work is The Shipyard. He died in 1994.
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thisworld.”—Mario VargasLlosa

“Latin American literature has few secrets to divulge to the English-speaking world; but one of themisthe
Uruguayan novelist Juan Carlos Onetti.”—The Guardian (UK)

In A Brief Life, Juan Carlos Onetti's protagonist, Brausen, is caring for his wife after alongillness. To
compensate for the physical void which temporarily stalls their caresses, Brausen eavesdrops on the
conversation of his neighbors, a husband and wife, imagining their gestures and their expressions.

But he not only wishes to imagine himself as someone else, he also seeks release from the world he knows.
He leads many lives, some real and some fantastic, in order to experience a moment of psychic
weightlessness—a “brief life.”

Juan Carlos Onetti is acknowledged as one of the great Latin American writers of the twentieth century.
His best-known work is The Shipyard. He died in 1994.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

This novel by the Uruguayan author of the acclaimed The Shipyard (Classic Returns, LJ 7/93) concerns
Breusen, who seeks to escape the dreary existence of his everyday life by channeling his consciousness into
other people--some real, some imagined. A solid title for public and academic foreign literature collections.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"'Latin American literature has few secrets to divulge to the English speaking world, but one of themisthe
Uruguayan novelist Juan Carlos Onetti' Guardian ‘Laconic, elegant, literary' London Review of Books
'Onetti's novels and stories are the foundation stones of our modernity. To those of us who are his followers,
he brings alesson of narrative intelligence and of immense love for the literary imagination' Carlos Fuentes'

Language Notes
Text: English, Spanish (translation)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Paul Heider:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled A Brief Life. Try to make book A Brief Life asyour friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Dorothy Stanek:

This A Brief Life book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. Thiskind of A Brief Life
without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry A Brief Life can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves
become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This A Brief Life having very
good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jose Williams;

The actual book A Brief Life will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author



style to describe the ideais very unigue. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to
you. The book A Brief Life is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Earl Casey:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be A Brief Life why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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