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Poetry. This anthology presents a group of writers and a literary phenomenon
that has been unknown even to Russian readers for 70 years, obfuscated by
historical amnesia. Gennady Gor, Pavel Zaltsman, Dmitry Maksimov, Sergey
Rudakov, and Vladimir Sterligov wrote these works in 1942, during the most
severe winter of the Nazi Siege of Leningrad (1941-1944). In striking contrast to
state-sanctioned, heroic "Blockade" poetry in which the stoic body of the
exemplary citizen triumphs over death, the poems gathered here show the Siege
individual (blokadnik) as a weak and desperate incarnation of Job. These poets
wrote in situ about the famine, disease, madness, cannibalism, and prostitution
around them—subjects so tabooed in those most-Soviet times that they would
never think of publishing. Moreover, the formal ambition and macabre avant-
gardism of this uncanny body of work match its horrific content, giving birth to a
"poor" language which alone could reflect the depth of suffering and
psychological destruction experienced by victims of that historical disaster.

Polina Barskova, a Russian- language poet and scholar of the Siege, edited this
volume from archival materials, and provided guidance to the translators of the
poems: Anand Dibble, Ben Felker-Quinn, Ainsley Morse, Eugene Ostashevsky,
Rebekah Smith, Charles Swank, Jason Wagner, and Matvei Yankelevich.
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winter of the Nazi Siege of Leningrad (1941-1944). In striking contrast to state-sanctioned, heroic
"Blockade" poetry in which the stoic body of the exemplary citizen triumphs over death, the poems gathered
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Editorial Review

About the Author
In her homeland of Russia, Polina Barskova is considered a prodigy, one of the most accomplished and
daring of the younger poets. Born in 1976 in Leningrad—now called St. Petersburg, as before—she began
publishing poems in journals at age nine and released the first of her six books as a teenager. She came to the
United States at the age of twenty to pursue a Ph.D. at the University of California, Berkeley, having already
earned a graduate degree in classical literature at the state university in St. Petersburg. Barskova now lives in
Massachusetts and teaches at Hampshire College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Piercy:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Written in the Dark: Five Poets in
the Siege of Leningrad. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Callie Allen:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Pearlie Wong:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.



Jennifer David:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Written in the Dark: Five Poets in the Siege of Leningrad can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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