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Advances in the social sciences have emerged through a variety of research
methods: field-based research, laboratory and field experiments, and agent-based
models. However, which research method or approach is best suited to a
particular inquiry is frequently debated and discussed. Working Together
examines how different methods have promoted various theoretical
developments related to collective action and the commons, and demonstrates the
importance of cross-fertilization involving multimethod research across
traditional boundaries. The authors look at why cross-fertilization is difficult to
achieve, and they show ways to overcome these challenges through
collaboration.

The authors provide numerous examples of collaborative, multimethod research
related to collective action and the commons. They examine the pros and cons of
case studies, meta-analyses, large-N field research, experiments and modeling,
and empirically grounded agent-based models, and they consider how these
methods contribute to research on collective action for the management of
natural resources. Using their findings, the authors outline a revised theory of
collective action that includes three elements: individual decision making,
microsituational conditions, and features of the broader social-ecological context.

Acknowledging the academic incentives that influence and constrain how
research is conducted, Working Together reworks the theory of collective action
and offers practical solutions for researchers and students across a spectrum of
disciplines.
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Advances in the social sciences have emerged through a variety of research methods: field-based research,
laboratory and field experiments, and agent-based models. However, which research method or approach is
best suited to a particular inquiry is frequently debated and discussed. Working Together examines how
different methods have promoted various theoretical developments related to collective action and the
commons, and demonstrates the importance of cross-fertilization involving multimethod research across
traditional boundaries. The authors look at why cross-fertilization is difficult to achieve, and they show ways
to overcome these challenges through collaboration.

The authors provide numerous examples of collaborative, multimethod research related to collective action
and the commons. They examine the pros and cons of case studies, meta-analyses, large-N field research,
experiments and modeling, and empirically grounded agent-based models, and they consider how these
methods contribute to research on collective action for the management of natural resources. Using their
findings, the authors outline a revised theory of collective action that includes three elements: individual
decision making, microsituational conditions, and features of the broader social-ecological context.

Acknowledging the academic incentives that influence and constrain how research is conducted, Working
Together reworks the theory of collective action and offers practical solutions for researchers and students
across a spectrum of disciplines.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The cutting edge knowledge on collective action introduced in this book is particularly challenging. . . .
[T]his book is something that social simulation practitioners should definitely read."--Olivier Barreteau,
Journal of Artificial Societies Social Simulation

From the Back Cover

"The research of Elinor Ostrom and her colleagues on the emergence of well-functioning collective rules for
exploitation of renewable natural resources has overturned conventional wisdom and led to new insights of
the greatest importance for both policy and the understanding of fundamental economic and ecological
processes. This book does more than survey and integrate the work in this field. It also explores the various
methodologies used by different scholars, case studies, comparative analyses, and large-scale statistical
research, showing the values and limitations of each and the need for multiple approaches. It is realistic
enough to consider the effects of different approaches on the careers of scholars and the likely biases. This is
a landmark work which crosses boundaries in the social sciences."--Kenneth J. Arrow, Nobel Prize-
winning economist

"This remarkable book ties multiple complex themes into a balanced whole. Well-argued, it emphasizes the
science in social science and illustrates that carefully designed research questions, tested and extended
through the use of multiple methods, lead to the culmination of knowledge."--Edella Schlager, University
of Arizona

"This excellent book is superior to other works, and the most effective I have read. It provides a learned
guide for integrating various tools in developing rigorous research designs. The book's accessibility and
sheer breadth allow readers to think of applications for their own research."--Jim Granato, University of
Houston

About the Author
Amy R. Poteete is assistant professor of political science at Concordia University in Montreal. Marco A.
Janssen is assistant professor in the School of Human Evolution and Social Change at Arizona State
University. Elinor Ostrom is professor at Indiana University, Bloomington, and Arizona State University,
Tempe, and the cowinner of the 2009 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Working Together: Collective Action,
the Commons, and Multiple Methods in Practice will make you to become smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book



make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or appropriate book with you?

Randolph Dilworth:

The book Working Together: Collective Action, the Commons, and Multiple Methods in Practice can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
a good thing like a book Working Together: Collective Action, the Commons, and Multiple Methods in
Practice? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Working Together:
Collective Action, the Commons, and Multiple Methods in Practice has simple shape but you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Virginia Combs:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book Working Together: Collective Action, the
Commons, and Multiple Methods in Practice has been making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Working Together:
Collective Action, the Commons, and Multiple Methods in Practice is not only giving you more new
information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Working Together: Collective Action, the
Commons, and Multiple Methods in Practice. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some
books.

James Rodriguez:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Working Together: Collective Action, the Commons, and Multiple Methods in Practice.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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