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A revisionist account of the most famous trial and execution in Western
civilization?one with great resonance for American society today.

Socrates’ trial and death together form an iconic moment in Western civilization.
In 399 BCE, the great philosopher stood before an Athenian jury on serious
charges: impiety and “subverting the young men of the city.” The picture we
have of it?created by his immediate followers, Plato and Xenophon, and
perpetuated in countless works of literature and art ever since?is of a noble man
putting his lips to the poisonous cup of hemlock, sentenced to death in a fit of
folly by an ancient Athenian democracy already fighting for its own life. But an
icon, an image, is not reality, and time has transmuted so many of the facts into
historical fable.

Aware of these myths, Robin Waterfield has examined the actual Greek sources
and presents here a new Socrates, in which he separates the legend from the man
himself. As Waterfield recounts the story, the charges of impiety and corrupting
the youth of Athens were already enough for a death sentence, but the
prosecutors accused him of more. They asserted that Socrates was not just an
atheist and the guru of a weird sect but also an elitist who surrounded himself
with politically undesirable characters and had mentored those responsible for
defeat in the Peloponnesian War. Their claims were not without substance, for
Plato and Xenophon, among Socrates’ closest companions, had idolized him as
students, while Alcibiades, the hawkish and notoriously self-serving general, had
brought Athens to the brink of military disaster. In fact, as Waterfield
perceptively shows through an engrossing historical narrative, there was a great
deal of truth, from an Athenian perspective, in these charges.

The trial was, in part, a response to troubled times?Athens was reeling from a
catastrophic war and undergoing turbulent social changes?and Socrates’
companions were unfortunately direct representatives of these troubles. Their
words and actions, judiciously sifted and placed in proper context, not only serve
to portray Socrates as a flesh-and-blood historical figure but also provide a good
lens through which to explore both the trial and the general history of the period.

Ultimately, the study of these events and principal figures allows us to finally
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strip away the veneer that has for so long denied us glimpses of the real Socrates.
Why Socrates Died is an illuminating, authoritative account of not only one of the
defining periods of Western civilization but also of one of its most defining
figures. 4 pages of illustrations
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A revisionist account of the most famous trial and execution in Western civilization?one with great
resonance for American society today.

Socrates’ trial and death together form an iconic moment in Western civilization. In 399 BCE, the great
philosopher stood before an Athenian jury on serious charges: impiety and “subverting the young men of the
city.” The picture we have of it?created by his immediate followers, Plato and Xenophon, and perpetuated in
countless works of literature and art ever since?is of a noble man putting his lips to the poisonous cup of
hemlock, sentenced to death in a fit of folly by an ancient Athenian democracy already fighting for its own
life. But an icon, an image, is not reality, and time has transmuted so many of the facts into historical fable.

Aware of these myths, Robin Waterfield has examined the actual Greek sources and presents here a new
Socrates, in which he separates the legend from the man himself. As Waterfield recounts the story, the
charges of impiety and corrupting the youth of Athens were already enough for a death sentence, but the
prosecutors accused him of more. They asserted that Socrates was not just an atheist and the guru of a weird
sect but also an elitist who surrounded himself with politically undesirable characters and had mentored
those responsible for defeat in the Peloponnesian War. Their claims were not without substance, for Plato
and Xenophon, among Socrates’ closest companions, had idolized him as students, while Alcibiades, the
hawkish and notoriously self-serving general, had brought Athens to the brink of military disaster. In fact, as
Waterfield perceptively shows through an engrossing historical narrative, there was a great deal of truth,
from an Athenian perspective, in these charges.

The trial was, in part, a response to troubled times?Athens was reeling from a catastrophic war and
undergoing turbulent social changes?and Socrates’ companions were unfortunately direct representatives of
these troubles. Their words and actions, judiciously sifted and placed in proper context, not only serve to
portray Socrates as a flesh-and-blood historical figure but also provide a good lens through which to explore
both the trial and the general history of the period.

Ultimately, the study of these events and principal figures allows us to finally strip away the veneer that has
for so long denied us glimpses of the real Socrates. Why Socrates Died is an illuminating, authoritative
account of not only one of the defining periods of Western civilization but also of one of its most defining
figures. 4 pages of illustrations
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Socrates and Alcibiades were an unlikely couple: an ugly old philosopher and a charming,
intelligent, ambitious and arrogant aristocrat. The fallout from this relationship and an unpopular war toppled
the world's most significant philosophical figure. By placing the execution of Socrates against the context of
the Peloponnesian War, classicist Waterfield (Xenophon's Retreat) argues that a guilty verdict against the
philosopher, charged with impiety and corrupting Athens's youth, was a rational outcome. Athens of the last
third of the fifth century B.C. was affected by a striking list of stress factors. Old certainties were being
undermined by prolonged warfare, morally subversive ideas, population displacement and other forms of
social upheaval. Sitting atop a solid foundation of scholarship, this valuable survey of an important period of
ancient history is especially useful as a prelude to texts by Plato, Xenophon and Thucydides. Of the many
introductory studies on the Athenian judicial system, the trial of Socrates, the conflict between Athens and
Sparta and the reasons that democracy gave way to oligarchy in Athens, this is among the clearest, most
well-organized and most concise. 4 pages of illus., maps. (May)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* In The Death of Socrates (2007), Emily Wilson illuminated the mythmaking process that
converted the execution of a famous ancient philosopher into a symbolic tableau incorporated into a wide
range of religious and political ideologies. In this much-needed complementary study, Waterfield deflates
that mythmaking by probing the historical dynamics surrounding the trial itself. The analysis will surprise
readers accustomed to viewing Socrates’ accusers as paranoid defenders of religious superstitions. For a
careful parsing of the evidence reveals that when Athenian judges condemned Socrates, they were defending
principles still cherished by most twenty-first-century readers: namely, the principles of democracy.
Waterfield convincingly establishes that Socrates fell under hostile suspicion largely because of his close ties
to young students of deeply anti-democratic sympathies. One of these arrogant young men joined other
oligarchs in conspiring against Athens during its bitter war against Sparta; another scripted the atrocities
committed by the Thirty Tyrants when they temporarily overthrew Athens’ democratic government.
Waterfield shows that even Socrates’ own belief in an ideal government by experts legitimated, elitist, not
democratic governance. Such a belief, readers soon realize, would have appeared particularly menacing to
Athenian democrats traumatized by the twin shocks of external assault and internal discord. Impressive
scholarship redefining an iconic event. --Bryce Christensen

Review
“Starred Review. Impressive scholarship redefining an iconic event.” (Bryce Christensen - Booklist)

“From the author of Xenophon's Retreat comes this fascinating study of the history behind the case against
Socrates. A useful glossary, bibliography, and extensive notes complete this fine work. A real page-turner.”
(Ann Oughton - Historical Novels Review)

“A thorough and fascinating account of the democratic process of lawmaking and justice in Athens....[a]
learned book in clear, concise prose.” (Stewart Desmond - Library Journal)

“Starred Review. Of the many introductory studies on the Athenian judicial system, the trial of Socrates, the
conflict between Athens and Sparta and the reasons that democracy gave way to oligarchy in Athens, this is
among the clearest, most well-organized and most concise.” (Publishers Weekly)
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

Here thing why that Why Socrates Died: Dispelling the Myths are different and trusted to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Why Socrates Died: Dispelling the Myths giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Why Socrates Died:
Dispelling the Myths. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of Why Socrates Died: Dispelling the Myths in e-book can be your alternate.

Hubert Ray:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read is actually Why Socrates Died: Dispelling the Myths.

Darlene Lewis:

This Why Socrates Died: Dispelling the Myths is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Why
Socrates Died: Dispelling the Myths in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this
reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt that?

Kathryn Hill:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Why Socrates Died: Dispelling
the Myths can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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