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Understanding poverty and what to do about it, is perhaps the central concern of
all of economics. Yet the lay public almost never gets to hear what leading
professional economists have to say about it. This volume brings together
twenty-eight essays by some of the world leaders in the field, who were invited
to tell the lay reader about the most important things they have learnt from their
research that relate to poverty. The essays cover a wide array of topics: the first
essay is about how poverty gets measured. The next section is about the causes of
poverty and its persistence, and the ideas range from the impact of colonialism
and globalization to the problems of "excessive" population growth, corruption
and ethnic conflict. The next section is about policy: how should we fight
poverty? The essays discuss how to get drug companies to produce more
vaccines for the diseases of the poor, what we should and should not expect from
micro-credit, what we should do about child labor, how to design welfare policies
that work better and a host of other topics. The final section is about where the
puzzles lie: what are the most important anomalies, the big gaps in the way
economists think about poverty? The essays talk about the puzzling reluctance of
Kenyan farmers to fertilizers, the enduring power of social relationships in
economic transactions in developing countries and the need to understand where
aspirations come from, and much else. Every essay is written with the aim of
presenting the latest and the most sophisticated in economics without any
recourse to jargon or technical language.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A serious examination of where we stand and what we need to do."--Nicholas Kristof, The New York
Review of Books

"Mass poverty is mankind's oldest, yet still most pressing, problem. Understanding Poverty describes the
attack that economists are making to understand it on many different fronts. Every reader of the essays in this
superb volume will appreciate the currrent excitement of development economics and the enormous progress
it has made in the last two decades."--George Akerlof, Nobel Laureate in Economics, 2001
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Irizarry:

Here thing why this Understanding Poverty are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. Understanding Poverty giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Understanding Poverty. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Understanding
Poverty in e-book can be your alternate.



Wayne Martin:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Understanding Poverty as the daily resource information.

Ida Acord:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Understanding Poverty.

Harrison Johnson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Understanding Poverty.
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