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One of the most influential and widely read texts in all of African American
letters and history, The Souls of Black Folk combines some of the most enduring
reflections on black identity, the meaning of emancipation,and Afican American
culture. This new edition reprints the original 1903 edition of W.E.B. Du Bois's
classic work with the fullest set of annotations of any version yet published,
together with two related essays, and numerous letters Du Bois received and
wrote concerning his widely read text. The introductory essay combines the
sensibilities of a historian and a philosopher to capture the contours of Du Bois's
life and writings along with the early-twentieth-century reception to the book.
Photographs, a chronology, questions for consideration, a bibliography, and an
index are also included.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
William Edward Burghardt Du Bois (1868-1963) is the greatest of African American intellectuals--a
sociologist, historian, novelist, and activist whose astounding career spanned the nation's history from
Reconstruction to the civil rights movement. Born in Massachusetts and educated at Fisk, Harvard, and the
University of Berlin, Du Bois penned his epochal masterpiece, The Souls of Black Folk, in 1903. It remains
his most studied and popular work; its insights into Negro life at the turn of the 20th century still ring true.

With a dash of the Victorian and Enlightenment influences that peppered his impassioned yet formal prose,
the book's largely autobiographical chapters take the reader through the momentous and moody maze of
Afro-American life after the Emancipation Proclamation: from poverty, the neoslavery of the sharecropper,
illiteracy, miseducation, and lynching, to the heights of humanity reached by the spiritual "sorrow songs"
that birthed gospel and the blues. The most memorable passages are contained in "On Booker T. Washington
and Others," where Du Bois criticizes his famous contemporary's rejection of higher education and
accommodationist stance toward white racism: "Mr. Washington's programme practically accepts the alleged
inferiority of the Negro races," he writes, further complaining that Washington's thinking "withdraws many
of the high demands of Negroes as men and American citizens." The capstone of The Souls of Black Folk,
though, is Du Bois' haunting, eloquent description of the concept of the black psyche's "double
consciousness," which he described as "a peculiar sensation.... One ever feels this twoness--an American, a
Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose
dogged strength alone keeps it from being torn asunder." Thanks to W.E.B. Du Bois' commitment and
foresight--and the intellectual excellence expressed in this timeless literary gem--black Americans can today
look in the mirror and rejoice in their beautiful black, brown, and beige reflections. --Eugene Holley Jr.

Review
"This is a thoroughly researched, carefully reasoned, and well-integrated introduction and collection of
documents. It is far and away the best scholarly introduction to Du Bois's Souls and frames the book's
meaning in new and important ways. The introduction is extremely comprehensive and well organized. The
treatment of Du Bois's life is accurate and thorough and appears in a 'voice' that will prepare student readers
well for Du Bois's elegant and powerful prose."

From the Publisher
"The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the color line." Thus speaks W.E.B. Du Bois in The
Souls Of Black Folk, one of the most prophetic and influental works in American literature. In this eloquent
collection of essays, first published in 1903, Du Bois dares as no one has before to describe the magnitude of
American racism and demand an end to it. He draws on his own life for illustration, from his early
experiences teaching in the hills of Tennessee to the death of his infant son and his historic break with the
conciliatory position of Booker T. Washington.

Far ahead of its time, The Souls Of Black Folk both anticipated and inspired much of the black conciousness
and activism of the 1960's and is a classic in the literature of civil rights. The elegance of DuBois's prose and
the passion of his message are as crucial today as they were upon the book's first publication.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dana Hanley:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Souls of Black Folk (Bedford Series in History
and Culture) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

James Rogers:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the information
or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Souls of Black Folk (Bedford Series in History and Culture), you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Nathan Weaver:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book The Souls of Black Folk (Bedford Series in History and Culture) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book provides high quality.

Helen Widner:

This The Souls of Black Folk (Bedford Series in History and Culture) is great guide for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can state
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Souls of Black Folk (Bedford Series in History and Culture) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you



world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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