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One of the most innovative thinkersin the field of Islamic Studies was John
Wansbrough (1928-2002), Professor of Semitic Studies and Pro-Director of
London University’s School of Oriental and African Studies. Critiquing the
traditional accounts of the origins of Islam as historically unreliable and heavily
influenced by religious dogma, Wansbrough suggested radically new
interpretations very different from the views of both the Muslim orthodoxy and
most Western scholars.

In The Sectarian Milieu Wansbrough "analyses early 1slamic historiography — or
rather the interpretive myths underlying this historiography — as alate
manifestation of Old Testament * salvation history.”" Continuing themes that he
treated in a previous work, Quranic Studies, Wansbrough argued that the
traditional biographies of Muhammad (Arabic sira and maghazi) are best
understood, not as historical documents that attest to "what really happened,” but
as literary texts written more than one hundred years after the facts and heavily
influenced by Jewish, and to alesser extent Christian, interconfessional polemics.
Thus, Islamic "history" is almost completely a later literary reconstruction, which
evolved out of an environment of competing Jewish and Christian sects. As such,
Wansbrough felt that the most fruitful means of analyzing such texts was literary
analysis. Furthermore, he maintained that it was next to impossible to extract the
kernel of historical truth from works that were created principally to serve later
religious agendas.

Although his work remains controversial to this day, his fresh insights and
approaches to the study of Islam continue to inspire scholars. This new edition
contains a valuable assessment of Wansbrough'’s contributions and many useful
textual notes and trand ations by Gerald Hawting (University of London), plus
the author’s 1986 Albert Einstein Memorial Lecture, "Res Ipsa Loquitur.”
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One of the most innovative thinkersin the field of Islamic Studies was John Wansbrough (1928-2002),
Professor of Semitic Studies and Pro-Director of London University’s School of Oriental and African
Studies. Critiquing the traditional accounts of the origins of Islam as historically unreliable and heavily
influenced by religious dogma, Wansbrough suggested radically new interpretations very different from the
views of both the Muslim orthodoxy and most Western scholars.

In The Sectarian Milieu Wansbrough "analyses early Islamic historiography — or rather the interpretive
myths underlying this historiography — as alate manifestation of Old Testament ‘ salvation history.’"
Continuing themes that he treated in a previous work, Quranic Studies, Wansbrough argued that the
traditional biographies of Muhammad (Arabic sira and maghazi) are best understood, not as historical
documents that attest to "what really happened,” but as literary texts written more than one hundred years
after the facts and heavily influenced by Jewish, and to alesser extent Christian, interconfessional polemics.
Thus, Islamic "history"” is almost completely alater literary reconstruction, which evolved out of an
environment of competing Jewish and Christian sects. As such, Wansbrough felt that the most fruitful means
of analyzing such texts was literary analysis. Furthermore, he maintained that it was next to impossible to
extract the kernel of historical truth from works that were created principally to serve later religious agendas.
Although his work remains controversial to this day, his fresh insights and approaches to the study of Islam
continue to inspire scholars. This new edition contains a valuable assessment of Wansbrough's contributions
and many useful textual notes and trandlations by Gerald Hawting (University of London), plus the author’s
1986 Albert Einstein Memorial Lecture, "Res |psa Loquitur."
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Editorial Review

About the Author

John Wansbrough (1928-2002) was Professor of Semitic Studies and Pro-Director of London University’s
School of Oriental and African Studies. Besides Quranic Studies, he also published The Sectarian Milieu
(1978), Lingua Francain the Mediterranean (1996), and many scholarly articles

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephen Hill:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are till students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Sectarian Milieu:
Content and Composition of Islamic Salvation History. All type of book could you see on many sources.

Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Elisabeth Martinez:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Sectarian Milieu: Content and
Composition of Islamic Salvation History is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mae Marks:

This The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of Islamic Salvation History usualy are reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Sectarian Milieu: Content and
Composition of Islamic Salvation History can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your
before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it al over the place and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of Islamic
Salvation History giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of

critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and revel in reading.



Roger Borquez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Sectarian
Milieu: Content and Composition of Islamic Salvation History suitable to you? Often the book was written
by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition of
Islamic Salvation Historyis the main of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this book. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.
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